
ORDINANCE NO. 2010-40 

AMENDING AND ENACTING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF PART 3 
TRAFFIC CODE AND PART 5 GENERAL OFFENSES CODE OF THE 
CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF BLUE ASH, OHIO, 
INCORPORATING CHANGES IN STATE LAW AND OTHER RELATED 
PROVISIONS AS SHOWN ON THE ATTACHMENT; AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY 

 WHEREAS, the City of Blue Ash, Ohio, has determined a need to update certain 
portions of the Codified Ordinances for the City of Blue Ash; and 

 WHEREAS, the City has been working with The Walter H. Drane Co. (a legal publishing 
firm) to prepare and publish said updating in the form of amendments and enactments; and 

 WHEREAS, the proposed Chapter amendments affecting the Traffic Code (Part 3) and 
General Offenses Code (Part 5) were reviewed by representatives from the City Solicitor’s office 
and the City Administration; and  

 WHEREAS, it is necessary to incorporate said changes to be consistent with changes in 
State law. 

 Be it ordained by the Council of the City of Blue Ash, Ohio, not less than five (5) members 
thereof concurring, 

SECTION I. 

 Certain sections of Part 3 Traffic Code are hereby amended (or enacted) as reflected in the 
attachment hereto.  

SECTION II. 

 Certain sections of Part 5 General Offenses Code are hereby amended (or enacted) as 
reflected in the attachment hereto. 

SECTION III. 

 It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning and relating 
to the adoption of this ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of City Council, and that all 
deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal action 
were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements, including Section 
121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

SECTION IV. 

 This ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure immediately necessary 
for the preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the City of Blue Ash and 
its residents; the reason for the emergency being the need to update the Codified Ordinances 
consistent with State law without undue delay. Therefore, this ordinance shall take effect and be 
in force from and after its passage. 

 PASSED this 8th day of July, 2010. 

              
       Mark F. Weber, Mayor 
 
       
Jamie K. Eifert, Clerk of Council 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
       
Mark A. Vander Laan, Solicitor 



MODEL TRAFFIC AND GENERAL OFFENSES CODE CHANGES

BLUEASH, OHIO

Walter H. Drane Company

EDITOR’S NOTE: Changes are highlighted. If there is no highlighting on the page, the
page has been changed due to material being moved forward or back to accommodate additional
text that was added.
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CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF BLUE ASH

PART THREE - TRAFFIC CODE
                        

TITLE ONE - Administration
Chap.  301.  Definitions.
Chap.  303.  Enforcement, Impounding and Penalty.
Chap.  305.  Traffic Control.
Chap.  309.  Parades and Assemblages.

CHAPTER 301
Definitions

301.01 Meaning of words and phrases.
301.02 Agricultural tractor.
301.03 Alley.
301.04 Bicycle; motorized bicycle.
301.05 Bus.
301.06 Business district.
301.07 Commercial tractor.
301.08 Controlled-access highway.
301.09 Crosswalk.
301.10 Driver or operator.
301.11 Emergency vehicle.
301.12 Explosives.
301.13 Expressway.
301.14 Flammable liquid.
301.15 Freeway.
301.16 Gross weight.
301.17 Intersection.
301.18 Laned street or highway.
301.19 Motorcycle.
301.20 Motor vehicle.
301.201 Operate.
301.21 Park or parking.
301.22 Pedestrian.
301.23 Person.
301.24 Pole trailer.
301.25 Police officer.
301.251 Predicate motor vehicle or

traffic offense.
301.26 Private road or driveway.

301.27 Public safety vehicle.
301.28 Railroad.
301.29 Railroad sign or signal.
301.30 Railroad train.
301.31 Residence district.
301.32 Right of way.
301.321 Road service vehicle.
301.33 Roadway.
301.34 Safety zone.
301.35 School bus.
301.36 Semitrailer.
301.37 Sidewalk.
301.38 State route.
301.39 Stop (when required).
301.40 Stopping or standing.
301.41 Stop intersection.
301.42 Street or highway;

arterial street.
301.43 Through street or highway.
301.44 Thruway.
301.45 Traffic.
301.46 Traffic control devices.
301.47 Traffic control signal.
301.48 Trailer.
301.49 Truck.
301.50 Urban district.
301.51 Vehicle.
301.52 Wheelchair, motorized.
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CROSS REFERENCES
See sectional histories for similar State law
Funeral procession defined - see TRAF. 331.24
Drag racing defined - see TRAF. 333.07
Studded tire defined - see TRAF. 339.11
Blind person defined - see TRAF. 371.02
Snowmobile and all purpose vehicle defined

- see TRAF. 375.01
School zones defined - see TRAF. 333.03(b)

301.01  MEANING OF WORDS AND PHRASES; DESIGNEE.
(a) The following words and phrases when used in this Traffic Code, except as 

otherwise provided, shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to them in this chapter.

(b) "Designee" as used in this Traffic Code means the Assistant City Manager except
that in his absence the Chief of Police shall be the designee.

301.02  AGRICULTURAL TRACTOR.
"Agricultural tractor" means every self-propelling vehicle designed or used for drawing

other vehicles or wheeled machinery but having no provision for carrying loads independently of
such other vehicles, and used principally for agricultural purposes.  (ORC 4511.01(J))

301.03  ALLEY.
"Alley" means a street or highway intended to provide access to the rear or side of lots or

buildings in urban districts and not intended for the purpose of through vehicular traffic, and
includes any street or highway that has been declared an "alley" by Council.  (ORC 4511.01(XX))

301.04  BICYCLE; MOTORIZED BICYCLE.
(a) "Bicycle" means every device, other than a tricycle designed solely for use as a play

vehicle by a child, propelled solely by human power, upon which any person may ride having two
tandem wheels or one wheel in the front and two wheels in the rear or two wheels in the front and
one wheel in the rear, any of which is more than fourteen inches in diameter.
(ORC 4511.01(G))

(b) "Motorized bicycle" means any vehicle having either two tandem wheels or one
wheel in the front and two wheels in the rear, that is capable of being pedaled and is equipped with
a helper motor of not more than fifty cubic centimeters piston displacement which produces no
more than one brake horsepower and is capable of propelling the vehicle at a speed of no greater
than twenty miles per hour on a level surface.  (ORC 4511.01(H))

301.05  BUS.
"Bus" means every motor vehicle designed for carrying more than nine passengers and

used for the transportation of persons other than in a ridesharing arrangement as defined in Ohio
R.C. 4511.01, and every motor vehicle, automobile for hire or funeral car, other than a taxicab
or motor vehicle used in a ridesharing arrangement, designed and used for the transportation of
persons for compensation.
(ORC 4511.01(L))
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(e) Vehicles used by the Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Enforcement Unit for the
enforcement of orders and rules of the Public Utilities Commission as specified in
Ohio R.C. 5503.34.

301.28  RAILROAD.
"Railroad" means a carrier of persons or property operating upon rails placed principally

on a private right of way.  (ORC 4511.01(P))

301.29  RAILROAD SIGN OR SIGNAL.
"Railroad sign or signal" means any sign, signal or device erected by authority of a public

body or official or by a railroad and intended to give notice of the presence of railroad tracks or
the approach of a railroad train. (ORC 4511.01(SS))

301.30  RAILROAD TRAIN.
"Railroad train" means a steam engine, or an electric or other motor, with or without cars

coupled thereto, operated by a railroad.  (ORC 4511.01(Q))

301.31  RESIDENCE DISTRICT.
"Residence district" means the territory, not comprising a business district, fronting on a

street or highway, including the street or highway, where, for a distance of 300 feet or more, the
frontage is improved with residences or residences and buildings in use for business.  
(ORC 4511.01(OO))

301.32  RIGHT OF WAY.
"Right of way" means either of the following, as the context requires:

(a) The right of a vehicle or pedestrian to proceed uninterruptedly in a lawful manner
in the direction in which it or the individual is moving in preference to another
vehicle or pedestrian approaching from a different direction into its or the
individual’s path;

(b) A general term denoting land, property or the interest therein, usually in the
configuration of a strip, acquired for or devoted to transportation purposes.
When used in this context, right of way includes the roadway, shoulders or berm,
ditch, and slopes extending to the right-of-way limits under the control of the
State or local authority.
(ORC 4511.01(UU))

301.321   ROAD SERVICE VEHICLE.
“Road service vehicle” means wreckers, utility repair vehicles, and state, county, and

municipal service vehicles equipped with visual signals by means of flashing, rotating, or
oscillating lights.  (ORC 4511.01(JJJ))

301.33  ROADWAY.
"Roadway" means that portion of a street or highway improved, designed or ordinarily

used for vehicular travel, except the berm or shoulder.  If a street or highway includes two or
more separate roadways, the term "roadway" means any such roadway separately but not all such
roadways collectively.  
(ORC 4511.01(EE)) 
 

301.34  SAFETY ZONE.
"Safety zone" means the area or space officially set apart within a roadway for the

exclusive use of pedestrians and protected or marked or indicated by adequate signs as to be
plainly visible at all times.  
(ORC 4511.01(MM))
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(c) Whoever violates any provision of this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor
on a first offense; on a second offense within one year after the first offense, the person is guilty
of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree; on each subsequent offense within one year after the first
offense, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

331.35  OCCUPYING A MOVING TRAILER OR MANUFACTURED
   OR MOBILE HOME.

(a) No person shall occupy any travel trailer or manufactured or mobile home while
it is being used as a conveyance upon a street or highway.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is
guilty of a minor misdemeanor.  If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has
been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.  If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or
traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.
(ORC 4511.701)

331.36 EXCESSIVE TIRE ACCELERATION.
(a) No person shall operate any motor vehicle, except in an emergency, in such a

manner that the vehicle is so rapidly accelerated or started from a stopped position whereby the
rubber tires of such vehicle squeal or leave tire marks on the roadway, commonly known as
"peeling."  (Ord. 97-2. Passed 1-9-97.)

(b) Whoever violates any provision of this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor
on a first offense; on a second offense within one year after the first offense, the person is guilty
of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree; on each subsequent offense within one year after the first
offense, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

331.37  DRIVING UPON SIDEWALKS, STREET LAWNS OR BIKEPATHS.
(a) No person shall drive or propel a vehicle on or across a sidewalk or the planting

strip between sidewalk and curb except at a permanent or temporary driveway.

(b) No person shall drive or propel a vehicle, other than a bicycle, upon a designated
bikepath area.

(c) Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting local authorities from
regulating the operation of bicycles.
(Ord. 82-110.  Passed 11-11-82.)

(d) Whoever violates any provision of this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor
on a first offense; on a second offense within one year after the first offense, the person is guilty
of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree; on each subsequent offense within one year after the first
offense, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

331.38  STOPPING FOR SCHOOL BUS; DISCHARGING CHILDREN.
[The term “mental retardation” was removed from subsections (a) through (e)]

(a) The driver of a vehicle upon meeting or overtaking from either direction any school
bus stopped for the purpose of receiving or discharging any school child, person attending
programs offered by community boards of mental health and County boards of developmental
disabilities, or child attending a program offered by a head start agency, shall stop at least ten feet
from the front or rear of the school bus and shall not proceed until such school bus resumes
motion, or until signaled by the school bus driver to proceed.
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It is no defense to a charge under this subsection (a) hereof that the school bus involved
failed to display or be equipped with an automatically extended stop warning sign as required by
subsection (b) hereof.

(b) Every school bus shall be equipped with amber and red visual signals meeting the
requirements of Ohio R.C. 4511.771, and an automatically extended stop warning sign of a type
approved by the State Board of Education, which shall be actuated by the driver of the bus
whenever but only whenever the bus is stopped or stopping on the roadway for the purpose of
receiving or discharging school children, persons attending programs offered by community
boards of mental health and County boards of developmental disabilities, or children attending
programs offered by head start agencies.  A school bus driver shall not actuate the visual signals
or the stop warning sign in designated school bus loading areas where the bus is entirely off the
roadway or at school buildings when children or persons attending programs offered by
community boards of mental health and County boards of developmental disabilities are loading
or unloading at curbside or at buildings when children attending programs offered by head start
agencies are boarding or unloading at curbside.  The visual signals and stop warning sign shall be
synchronized or otherwise operated as required by rule of the Board.

(c) Where a highway has been divided into four or more traffic lanes, a driver of a
vehicle need not stop for a school bus approaching from the opposite direction which has stopped
for the purpose of receiving or discharging any school child, persons attending programs offered
by community boards of mental health and County boards of developmental disabilities, or
children attending programs offered by head start agencies.  The driver of any vehicle overtaking
the school bus shall comply with subsection (a) hereof.

(d) School buses operating on divided highways or on highways with four or more
traffic lanes shall receive and discharge all school children, persons attending programs offered
by community boards of mental health and County boards of developmental disabilities, and
children attending programs offered by head start agencies  on their residence side of the highway.

(e) No school bus driver shall start the driver’s bus until after any child, person
attending programs offered by community boards of mental health and County boards of
developmental disabilities, or child attending a program offered by a head start agency who may
have alighted therefrom has reached a place of safety on the child or person’s residence side of the
road.

(f) As used in this section:
(1) “Head start agency” has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 3301.32.
(2) “School bus”, as used in relation to children who attend a program offered

by a head start agency, means a bus that is owned and operated by a head
start agency, is equipped with an automatically extended stop warning sign
of a type approved by the State Board of Education, is painted the color and
displays the markings described in Ohio R.C. 4511.77, and is equipped
with amber and red visual signals meeting the requirements of Ohio R.C.
4511.771, irrespective of whether or not the bus has fifteen or more
children aboard at any time.  “School bus” does not include a van owned
and operated by a head start agency, irrespective of its color, lights, or
markings.  
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CHAPTER 333
OVI; Willful Misconduct; Speed

333.01 Driving or physical control
while under the influence;
evidence; chemical tests for 
determining alcoholic content
of blood; effect of refusal to
submit to test; seizure of 
license.

333.02 Intentional vehicle operation
in disregard of safety of
persons or property.

333.03 Maximum speed limits;
assured clear distance ahead.

333.031 Approaching a stationary public
safety, emergency, or road
service vehicle.

333.04 Stopping vehicle; slow speed;
posting minimum speeds.

333.05 Speed limitations over bridges.
333.06 Speed exceptions for

emergency or safety vehicles.
333.07 Street racing prohibited.
333.08 Operation without reasonable

control.
333.09 Reckless vehicle operation in

disregard of safety of persons
or property.

333.10 Operation in violation of
immobilization order.

CROSS REFERENCES
See sectional histories for similar State law
Drug of abuse defined - see Ohio R.C. 3719.011(A)
Alcohol defined - see Ohio R.C. 4301.01(B)(1)
Alteration of prima-facie speed limits - see Ohio R.C.

4511.21, 4511.22(B), 4511.23
Failure to control vehicle - see TRAF. 331.34
Walking on highway while under the influence - see TRAF. 371.09

333.01  DRIVING OR PHYSICAL CONTROL WHILE UNDER THE
 INFLUENCE; EVIDENCE; CHEMICAL TESTS FOR DETERMINING
 ALCOHOLIC CONTENT OF BLOOD; EFFECT OF REFUSAL TO
 SUBMIT TO TEST; SEIZURE OF LICENSE.

(a) (1) Operation Generally.  No person shall operate any vehicle within this
Municipality, if, at the time of the operation, any of the following apply:
A. The person is under the influence of alcohol, a drug of abuse, or a

combination of them.
B. The person has a concentration of eight-hundredths of one per cent

or more but less than seventeen-hundredths of one per cent by
weight per unit volume of alcohol in the person’s whole blood.

C. The person has a concentration of ninety-six-thousandths of one per
cent or more but less than two hundred four-thousandths of one per
cent by weight per unit volume of alcohol in the person’s blood
serum or plasma.

D. The person has a concentration of eight-hundredths of one gram or
more but less than seventeen-hundredths of one gram by weight of
alcohol per two hundred ten liters of the person’s breath.

E. The person has a concentration of eleven-hundredths of one gram
or more but less than two hundred thirty-eight-thousandths of one
gram by weight of alcohol per one hundred milliliters of the
person’s urine.
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(11) Occupational driving privileges may be granted as allowed under Ohio R.C.
4511.191 (I). (ORC 4511.191, ORC 4511.196)

(s) Seizures of motor vehicles and vehicle identification license plates resulting from
an arrest for a violation of subsection (g) hereof shall be conducted in accordance with Ohio R.C.
4511.195.  (ORC 4511.195; Ord. 97-2. Passed 1-9-97.)

333.02  INTENTIONAL VEHICLE OPERATION IN DISREGARD OF SAFETY OF
 PERSONS OR PROPERTY.

(a) No person shall knowingly or intentionally operate a vehicle on any public or
private street or highway in disregard of the safety of persons or property.

(b) No person shall knowingly or intentionally operate a vehicle on any public or
private property other than streets of highways, in disregard of the safety of persons or property.

(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree.

(d) This section does not apply to the competitive operation of vehicles on public or
private property when the owner of such property knowingly permits such operation thereon.
(ORC 4511.20, 4511.201; Ord. 97-2. Passed 1-9-97.)

333.03  MAXIMUM SPEED LIMITS; ASSURED CLEAR DISTANCE
   AHEAD.

(a) No person shall operate a motor vehicle at a speed greater or less than is reasonable
or proper, having due regard to the traffic, surface and width of the street or highway and any
other conditions, and no person shall drive any motor vehicle in and upon any street or highway
at a greater speed than will permit him to bring it to a stop within the assured clear distance ahead.

(b) It is prima-facie lawful, in the absence of a lower limit declared or established
pursuant to Ohio R.C. 4511.21 by the Ohio Director of Transportation or the City Manager or his
designee, for the operator of a motor vehicle to operate the same at a speed not exceeding the
following:

(1) A. Twenty miles per hour in school zones during school recess and
while children are going to or leaving school during the opening or
closing hours, and when twenty miles per hour school speed limit
signs are erected; except, that on controlled-access highways and
expressways, if the right-of-way line fence has been erected without
pedestrian opening, the speed shall be governed by subsection (b)(4)
hereof and on freeways, if the right-of-way line fence has been
erected without pedestrian opening, the speed shall be governed by
subsection (b)(7) hereof.  The end of every school zone may be
marked by a sign indicating the end of the zone.  Nothing in this
section or in the manual and specifications for a uniform system of
traffic control devices shall be construed to require school zones to
be indicated by signs equipped with flashing or other lights, or
giving other special notice of the hours in which the school zone
speed limit is in effect.
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B. As used in this section, "school" means any school chartered under
Ohio R.C. 3301.16 and any nonchartered school that during the
preceding year filed with the Department of Education in
compliance with rule 3301-35-08 of the Ohio Administrative Code,
a copy of the school's report for the parents of the school's pupils
certifying that the school meets Ohio minimum standards for
nonchartered, nontax-supported schools and presents evidence of
this filing to the jurisdiction from which it is requesting the
establishment of a school zone.

C. As used in this section, "school zone" means that portion of a street
or highway passing a school fronting upon the street or highway that
is encompassed by projecting the school property lines to the
fronting street or highway.  Upon request from the Municipality for
streets and highways under its jurisdiction, the Ohio Director of
Transportation may extend the traditional school zone boundaries.
The distances in subsections (b)(1)C.1. to 3. hereof shall not exceed
300 feet per approach per direction and are bounded by whichever
of the following distances or combinations thereof the Director
approves as most appropriate:
1. The distance encompassed by projecting the school building

lines normal to the fronting highway and extending a
distance of 300 feet on each approach direction;

2. The distance encompassed by projecting the school property
lines intersecting the fronting highway and extending a
distance of 300 feet on each approach direction;

3. The distance encompassed by the special marking of the
pavement for a principal school pupil crosswalk plus a
distance of 300 feet on each approach direction of highway;

Nothing in this section shall be construed to invalidate the Director's
initial action on August 9, 1976, establishing all school zones at the
traditional school zone boundaries defined by projecting school
property lines, except when those boundaries are extended as
provided in subsections (b)(1)A. and C. hereof.

D. As used in this subsection, "crosswalk" has the meaning given that
term in Section 301.09.  The Director may, upon request by the
City Manager or his designee, and upon submission by the
Municipality of such engineering, traffic and other information as
the Director considers necessary, designate a school zone on any
portion of a State route lying within the Municipality that includes
a crosswalk customarily used by children going to or leaving a
school during recess and opening and closing hours, whenever the
distance, as measured in a straight line, from the school property
line nearest the crosswalk to the nearest point of the crosswalk is no
more than 1,320 feet.  Such a school zone shall include the distance
encompassed by the crosswalk and extending 300 feet on each
approach direction of the State route;
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(2) Twenty-five miles per hour in all other portions of the Municipality, except
on State routes outside business districts, through highways outside business
districts and alleys;

(3) Thirty-five miles per hour on all State routes or through highways within
the Municipality outside business districts, except as provided in subsections
(b)(4) and (5) hereof;

(4) Fifty miles per hour on controlled-access highways and expressways within
the Municipality;

(5) Fifty miles per hour on State routes within the Municipality outside urban
districts unless a lower prima-facie speed is established as further provided
in this section;

(6) Fifteen miles per hour on all alleys within the Municipality;
(7) Fifty-five miles per hour at all times on freeways with paved shoulders

inside the Municipality other than freeways as provided in subsection
(b)(10) and (b)(11) hereof.

(8) Fifty-five miles per hour at all times on portions of freeways that are part
of the interstate system and on all portions of freeways that are not part of
the interstate system, but are built to the standards and specifications that
are applicable to freeways that are part of the interstate system for operators
of any motor vehicle weighing in excess of eight thousand pounds empty
weight and any noncommercial bus except as provided in subsection (b)(11)
hereof;

(9) Fifty-five miles per hour for operators of any motor vehicle weighing eight
thousand pounds or less empty weight and any commercial bus at all times
on all portions of freeways that are part of the interstate system and that had
such a speed limit established prior to October 1, 1995, and freeways that
are not part of the interstate system, but are built to the standards and
specifications that are applicable to freeways that are part of the interstate
system and that had such a speed limit established prior to October 1, 1995,
unless a higher speed limit is established under Ohio R.C. 4511.21(L);

(10) Sixty-five miles per hour for operators of any motor vehicle weighing eight
thousand pounds or less empty weight and any commercial bus at all times
on all portions of the following:
A. Freeways that are part of the interstate system and that had such a

speed limit established prior to October 1, 1995, and freeways that
are not part of the interstate system, but are built to the standards
and specifications that are applicable to freeways that are part of the
interstate system and that had such a speed limit established prior to
October 1, 1995;

B. Freeways that are part of the interstate system and freeways that are
not part of the interstate system but are built to the standards  and
specifications that are applicable to freeways that are part of the
interstate system, and that had such a speed limit established under
Ohio R.C. 4511.21(L);

C. Rural, divided, multi-lane highways that are designated as part of
the national highway system under the “National Highway System
Designation Act of 1995", 109 Stat. 568, 23 U.S.C.A. 103, and
that had such a speed limit established under Ohio R.C.
4511.21(M).
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(11) Sixty-five miles per hour at all times on all portions of freeways that are
part of the interstate system and that had such a speed limit on the effective
date of this amendment for operators of any motor vehicle weighing in
excess of eight thousand pounds empty weight and any noncommercial bus.

(c) It is prima-facie unlawful for any person to exceed any of the speed limitations in
subsection (b)(1)A. to  (b)(6) hereof, or any declared or established pursuant to this section by the
Director or local authorities and it is unlawful for any person to exceed any of the speed limitations
in subsection (d) hereof.  No person shall be convicted of more than one violation of this section
for the same conduct, although violations of more than one provision of this section may be
charged in the alternative in a single affidavit.

(d) No person shall operate a motor vehicle upon a street or highway as follows:
(1) At a speed exceeding fifty-five miles per hour, except upon a freeway as

provided in subsection (b)(10) and (b)(11) hereof;
(2) At a speed exceeding sixty-five miles per hour upon a freeway as provided

in subsection (b)(10) and (b)(11) hereof;
(3) If a motor vehicle weighing in excess of 8,000 pounds empty weight or

a noncommercial bus as prescribed in subsection (b)(8) hereof, at a speed
exceeding fifty-five miles per hour upon a freeway as provided in that
subsection.

(4) At a speed exceeding the posted speed limit upon a freeway for which the
Director has determined and declared a speed limit of not more than sixty-
five miles per hour pursuant to Ohio R.C. 4511.21(L)(2) or (M);

(5) At a speed exceeding sixty-five miles per hour upon a freeway for which
such a speed limit has been established through the operation of Ohio
R.C. 4511.21(L)(3);

(6) At a speed exceeding the posted speed limit upon a freeway for which the
Director has determined and declared a speed limit pursuant to Ohio R.C.
4511.21(I)(2).

(e) In every charge of violation of this section the affidavit and warrant shall specify
the time, place and speed at which the defendant is alleged to have driven, and in charges made
in reliance upon subsection (c) hereof also the speed which subsections (b)(1)A. to (b)(6) hereof,
or a limit declared or established pursuant to this section declares is prima-facie lawful at the time
and place of such alleged violation, except that in affidavits where a person is alleged to have
driven at a greater speed than will permit the person to bring the vehicle to a stop within the
assured clear distance ahead the affidavit and warrant need not specify the speed at which the
defendant is alleged to have driven.

(f) When a speed in excess of both a prima-facie limitation and a limitation in
subsection (d)(1), (2), (3), (4), (5), or (6) hereof is alleged, the defendant shall be charged in a
single affidavit, alleging a single act, with a violation indicated of both subsections (b)(1)A. to
(b)(6) hereof, or of a limit declared or established pursuant to this section by the Director or local
authorities, and of the limitation in subsection (d)(1), (2), (3), (4), (5), or (6) hereof.  If the court
finds a violation of subsection (b)(1)A. to (b)(6) hereof, or a limit declared or established pursuant
to this section has occurred, it shall enter a judgment of conviction under such subsection and
dismiss the charge under subsection (d)(1), (2), (3), (4), (5), or (6) hereof.  If it finds no violation
of subsections (b)(1)A. to (b)(6) hereof or a limit declared or established pursuant to this section,
it shall then consider whether the evidence supports a conviction under subsection (d)(1), (2), (3),
(4), (5), or (6) hereof.



333.03                                               TRAFFIC CODE                                               84

(g) Points shall be assessed for violation of a limitation under subsection (d) hereof in
accordance with Ohio R.C. 4510.036.

(h) Whenever the Ohio Director of Transportation determines upon the basis of an
engineering and traffic investigation that any speed limit set forth in subsections (b)(1)A. to (d)
hereof is greater than is reasonable or safe under the conditions found to exist at any intersection
or other place upon any part of a State route, the Director shall determine and declare a reasonable
and safe prima-facie speed limit, which shall be effective when appropriate signs giving notice are
erected at the intersection or other part of the State route.

(i) Whenever the City Manager or his designee determines upon the basis of an
engineering and traffic investigation that the speed permitted by subsections (b)(1)A. to (d) hereof,
on any part of a highway under their jurisdiction, is greater than is reasonable and safe under the
conditions found to exist at such location, the City Manager or his designee may request the
Director to determine and declare a reasonable and safe prima-facie speed limit.  Upon receipt of
such request the Director may determine and declare a reasonable and safe prima-facie speed limit
at such location, and if the Director does so, then such declared speed limit shall become effective
only when appropriate signs giving notice thereof are erected at such location by the Municipality.
The Director may withdraw his declaration of any prima-facie speed limit whenever in his opinion
any altered prima-facie speed becomes unreasonable, and upon such withdrawal, the declared
prima-facie speed shall become ineffective and the signs relating thereto shall be immediately
removed by the Municipality.

(j) The City Manager or his designee may authorize by ordinance higher prima-facie
speeds than those stated in this section upon through highways, or upon highways or portions
thereof where there are no intersections, or between widely spaced intersections, provided signs
are erected giving notice of the authorized speed, but the City Manager or his designee shall not
modify or alter the basic rule set forth in subsection (a) hereof or in any event authorize by
ordinance a speed in excess of fifty miles per hour.

Alteration of prima-facie limits on State routes by the City Manager or his designee shall
not be effective until the alteration has been approved by the Director.  The Director may
withdraw his approval of any altered prima-facie speed limits whenever in his opinion any altered
prima-facie speed becomes unreasonable, and upon such withdrawal, the altered prima-facie speed
shall become ineffective and the signs relating thereto shall be immediately removed by the
Municipality. (ORC 4511.21)

(k) Whenever, in accordance with Ohio R.C. 4511.21 or this section, the speed
limitations as established herein have been altered, either higher or lower, and the appropriate
signs giving notice have been erected as required, operators of motor vehicles shall be governed
by the speed limitations set forth on such signs.  It is prima-facie unlawful for any person to
exceed the speed limits posted upon such signs.

(l) As used in this section:
(1) "Interstate system" has the same meaning as in 23 U.S.C.A. 101.
(2) "Commercial bus" means a motor vehicle designed for carrying more than

nine passengers and used for the transportation of persons for
compensation.

(3) "Noncommercial bus" includes but is not limited to a school bus, or a
motor vehicle operated solely for the transportation of persons associated
with a charitable or nonprofit organization.
(ORC 4511.21)
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(m) (1) A violation of any provision of this section is one of the following:
A. Except as otherwise provided in subsections (j)(1)B., (1)C., (2) and

(3) of this section, a minor misdemeanor;
B. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been

convicted of or pleaded guilty to two violations of any provision of
this section or of any provision of a municipal ordinance that is
substantially similar to any provision of this section, a misdemeanor
of the fourth degree;

C. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been
convicted of or pleaded guilty to three or more violations of any
provision of this section or of any provision of a municipal
ordinance that is substantially similar to any provision of this
section, a misdemeanor of the third degree.

(2) If the offender has not previously been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a
violation of any provision of Ohio R.C. 4511.21 or of any provision of a
municipal ordinance that is substantially similar to Ohio R.C. 4511.21 and
operated a motor vehicle faster than thirty-five miles an hour in a business
district of a municipal corporation, faster than fifty miles an hour in other
portions of a municipal corporation, or faster than thirty-five miles an hour
in a school zone during recess or while children are going to or leaving
school during the school’s opening or closing hours, a misdemeanor of the
fourth degree.

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (j)(1) of this section, if the offender operated
a motor vehicle in a construction zone where a sign was then posted in
accordance with Ohio R.C. 4511.98, the court, in addition to all other
penalties provided by law, shall impose upon the offender a fine of two
times the usual amount imposed for the violation.  No court shall impose
a fine of two times the usual amount imposed for the violation upon an
offender if the offender alleges, in an affidavit filed with the court prior to
the offender’s sentencing, that the offender is indigent and is unable to pay
the fine imposed pursuant to this subsection and if the court determines that
the offender is an indigent person and unable to pay the fine.

 (ORC 4511.21)

333.031  APPROACHING A STATIONARY PUBLIC SAFETY, EMERGENCY
     OR ROAD SERVICE VEHICLE. 

(a) The driver of a motor vehicle, upon approaching a stationary public safety vehicle,
an emergency vehicle, or a road service vehicle that is displaying the appropriate visual signals
by means of flashing, oscillating or rotating lights, as prescribed in Section 337.16, shall do either
of the following:

(1) If the driver of the motor vehicle is traveling on a street or highway that
consists of at least two lanes that carry traffic in the same direction of travel
as that of the driver’s motor vehicle, the driver shall proceed with due
caution and, if possible with due regard to the road, weather, and traffic
conditions, shall change lanes into a lane that is not adjacent to that of the
stationary public safety vehicle, an emergency vehicle, or a road service
vehicle.
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(2) If the driver is not traveling on a street or highway of a type described in
subsection (a)(1) of this section, or if the driver is traveling on a highway
of that type but it is not possible to change lanes or if to do so would be
unsafe, the driver shall proceed with due caution, reduce the speed of the
motor vehicle, and maintain a safe speed for the road, weather and traffic
conditions.

(b) This section does not relieve the driver of a public safety vehicle, an emergency
vehicle, or a road service vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all
persons and property upon the highway.

(c) No person shall fail to drive a motor vehicle in compliance with subsection (a)(1)
or (2) of this section when so required by subsection (a) of this section.

(d) (1) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.  If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.  If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is
guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

(2) Notwithstanding Section 303.99(b), upon a finding that a person operated
a motor vehicle in violation of subsection (c) of this section, the court, in
addition to all other penalties provided by law, shall impose a fine of two
times the usual amount imposed for the violation.  (ORC 4511.213)

333.04  STOPPING VEHICLE; SLOW SPEED; POSTED MINIMUM
   SPEEDS.

(a) No person shall stop or operate a vehicle at such an unreasonably slow speed as to
impede or block the normal and reasonable movement of traffic, except when stopping or reduced
speed is necessary for safe operation or to comply with law.

(b) Whenever, in accordance with Ohio R.C. 4511.22(B), the minimum speed limit of
a controlled-access highway, expressway or freeway has been declared and the appropriate signs
giving notice have been erected as required, operators of motor vehicles shall be governed by the
speed limitations set forth on such signs.  No person shall operate a motor vehicle below the speed
limits posted upon such signs except when necessary for safe operation or in compliance with law.

(c) In a case involving a violation of this section, the trier of fact, in determining
whether the vehicle was being operated at an unreasonably slow speed, shall consider the
capabilities of the vehicle and its operator.

(d) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is
guilty of a minor misdemeanor.  If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has
been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.  If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or
traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.
(ORC 4511.22)
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335.01  DRIVER'S LICENSE OR COMMERCIAL DRIVER'S LICENSE
 REQUIRED.

(a) (1) No person, except those expressly exempted under Ohio R.C. 4507.03,
4507.04, and 4507.05 shall operate any motor vehicle upon a public road
or highway or any public or private property used by the public for
purposes of vehicular travel or parking in this Municipality unless the
person has a valid driver's license issued under Ohio R.C. Chapter 4507 or
a commercial's driver's license issued under Ohio R.C. Chapter 4506.

(2) No person, except a person expressly exempted under Ohio R.C. 4507.03,
4507.04, and 4507.05 shall operate any motorcycle upon a public road or
highway or any public or private property used by the public for purposes
of vehicular travel or parking in this Municipality unless the person has a
valid license as a motorcycle operator that was issued upon application by
the Registrar of Motor Vehicles under Ohio R.C. Chapter 4507.  The
license shall be in the form of an endorsement, as determined by the
Registrar, upon a driver's or commercial driver's license, if the person has
a valid license to operate a motor vehicle or commercial motor vehicle, or
in the form of a restricted license as provided in Ohio R.C. 4507.14, if the
person does not have a valid license to operate a motor vehicle or
commercial motor vehicle.

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of operating a motor vehicle without a valid
license and shall be punished as follows:

(1) If the trier of fact finds that the offender never has held a valid driver’s or
commercial driver’s license issued by this State or any other jurisdiction,
the offense is an unclassified misdemeanor.  The offender may be fined up
to one thousand dollars ($1,000) and pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2929.27(B)
additionally may be ordered to serve a term of community service of up to
five hundred hours.

(2) A. Subject to subsection (b)(2)B. hereof, if the offender’s driver’s or
commercial driver’s license or permit was expired at the time of the
offense, the offense is a minor misdemeanor.

B. If the offender previously was convicted of or pleaded guilty to
three or more violations of Ohio R.C. 4510.12 or a substantially
equivalent municipal ordinance within the past three years, the
offense is a misdemeanor of the first degree.

(c) The court shall not impose a license suspension for a first violation of this section
or if more than three years have passed since the offender's last violation of Ohio R.C. 4510.12
or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance.

(d) If the offender was convicted of or pleaded guilty to one or more violations of Ohio
R.C. 4510.12 or a substantially equivalent municipal ordinance within the past three years, and
if the offender's license was expired for more than six months at the time of the offense, the court
shall impose a class seven suspension of the offender's driver's license, commercial driver's
license, temporary instruction permit, probationary license, or nonresident operating privilege
from the range specified in division A(7) of Ohio R.C. 4510.02.
(Ord. 2004-110.  Passed 12-9-04.)
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335.02   PERMITTING OPERATION WITHOUT VALID LICENSE; ONE
   LICENSE PERMITTED.

(a) No person shall permit the operation of a motor vehicle upon any public or private
property used by the public for purposes of vehicular travel or parking knowing the operator does
not have a valid driver’s license issued to the operator by the Registrar of Motor Vehicles under
Ohio R.C. Chapter 4507 or a valid commercial driver’s license issued under Ohio R.C. Chapter
4506.

(b) No person shall receive a driver's license, or a motorcycle operator's endorsement
of a driver's or commercial driver's license, unless and until he surrenders to the Registrar all
valid licenses issued to him by another jurisdiction recognized by the State of Ohio.  No person
shall be permitted to have in his possession more than one valid license at any time.  
(ORC 4507.02)

(c) (1) Whoever violates subsection (a) hereof is guilty of an unclassified
misdemeanor.  The offender may be fined up to one thousand dollars
($1,000) and pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2929.27(B) additionally may be
ordered to serve a term of community service of up to five hundred hours.
If the offender previously was convicted of or pleaded guilty to two or more
violations of this section, Ohio R.C. 4507.02 or a substantially equivalent
municipal ordinance within the past three years, the offense is a
misdemeanor of the first degree.

(2) Whoever violates subsection (b) hereof is guilty of a misdemeanor of the
first degree. 
(ORC 4507.02; 4507.99)

335.03  DRIVING WITH TEMPORARY INSTRUCTION PERMIT; CURFEW.
(a) No holder of a temporary instruction permit issued under Ohio R.C. 4507.05(A)

shall operate a motor vehicle upon a highway or any public or private property used by the public
for purposes of vehicular travel or parking in violation of the following conditions:

(1) If the permit is issued to a person who is at least fifteen years six months
of age, but less than sixteen years of age:
A. The permit and identification card are in the holder’s immediate

possession;
B. The holder is accompanied by an eligible adult who actually

occupies the seat beside the permit holder and does not have a
prohibited concentration of alcohol in the whole blood, blood serum
or plasma, breath, or urine as provided in Ohio R.C. 4511.19(A);

C. The total number of occupants of the vehicle does not exceed the
total number of occupant restraining devices originally installed in
the motor vehicle by its manufacturer, and each occupant of the
vehicle is wearing all of the available elements of a properly
adjusted occupant restraining device.

(2) If the permit is issued to a person who is at least sixteen years of age:
A. The permit and identification card are in the holder’s immediate

possession;
B. The holder is accompanied by a licensed operator who is at least

twenty-one years of age and is actually occupying a seat beside the
driver and does not have a prohibited concentration of alcohol in the
whole blood, blood serum or plasma, breath, or urine as provided
in Ohio R.C. 4511.19(A);



335.06                                             TRAFFIC CODE                                                96

335.06  DISPLAY OF LICENSE.
(a) The operator of a motor vehicle shall display the operator’s driver’s license, or

furnish satisfactory proof that the operator has a driver’s license, upon demand of any peace
officer or of any person damaged or injured in any collision in which the licensee may be
involved.  When a demand is properly made and the operator has the operator’s driver’s license
on or about the operator’s person, the operator shall not refuse to display the license.  A person’s
failure to furnish satisfactory evidence that the person is licensed under Ohio R.C. Chapter 4507
when the person does not have the person’s license on or about the person’s person shall be prima-
facie evidence of the person’s not having obtained a driver’s license.

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree.
(ORC 4507.35)

335.07  DRIVING UNDER SUSPENSION OR LICENSE RESTRICTION.
(a) No person whose driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit or nonresident

operating privilege has been suspended under any provision of the Ohio Revised Code, other than
Ohio R.C. Chapter 4509, or under any applicable law in any other jurisdiction in which the
person’s license or permit was issued shall operate any motor vehicle upon the public roads and
highways or upon any public or private property used by the public for purposes of vehicular
travel or parking within this Municipality during the period of suspension unless the person is
granted limited driving privileges and is operating the vehicle in accordance with the terms of the
limited driving privileges.

(b) No person shall operate any motor vehicle upon a highway or any public or private
property used by the public for purposes of vehicular travel or parking in this Municipality in
violation of any restriction of the person’s driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit
imposed under division (D) of Ohio R.C. 4506.10 or under Ohio R.C. 4507.14.

(c) (1) A. Except as provided in subsection (c)(1)B. hereof, whoever violates
subsection (a) hereof, is guilty of driving under suspension, a
misdemeanor of the first degree.  The court shall impose upon the
offender a class seven suspension of the offender’s driver’s license,
commercial driver’s license, temporary instruction permit,
probationary license, or nonresident operating privilege from the
range specified in division (A)(7) of Ohio R.C. 4510.02.

B. If the offender’s driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit
or nonresident operating privilege has been suspended under Ohio
R.C. 3123.58, 4510.22, a violation of subsection (a) hereof, is an
unclassified misdemeanor.  The offender may be fined up to one
thousand dollars ($1,000) and pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2929.27(B),
additionally may be ordered to serve a term of community service
of up to five hundred hours.  If the offender previously was
convicted of or pleaded guilty to two or more violations of this
section, Ohio R.C. 4510.11 or a substantially equivalent municipal
ordinance within the past three years, the offense is a misdemeanor
of the first degree.

(2) Whoever violates subsection (b) hereof is guilty of driving in violation of
a license restriction, a misdemeanor of the first degree.

(3) Except as provided in subsection (c)(4) or (5) of this section, the court, in
addition to any other penalty that it imposes on the offender and if the
vehicle is registered in the offender’s name, shall order the immobilization
of the vehicle involved in the offense for thirty days in accordance with
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Ohio R.C. 4503.233 and the impoundment of that vehicle’s license plates
for thirty days.

(4) If the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one
violation of Ohio R.C. 4510.11 or of a substantially similar municipal
ordinance, the court, in addition to any other sentence that it imposes on the
offender and if the vehicle is registered in the offender’s name, shall order
the immobilization of the vehicle involved in the offense for sixty days in
accordance with Ohio R.C. 4503.233 and the impoundment of that vehicle’s
license plates for sixty days.

(5) If the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to two or
more violations of Ohio R.C. 4510.11 or of a substantially similar
municipal ordinance, the court, in addition to any other sentence that it
imposes on the offender and if the vehicle is registered in the offender’s
name, shall order the criminal forfeiture of the vehicle involved in the
offense to the State.

(d) Any order for immobilization and impoundment under this section shall be issued
and enforced under Ohio R.C. 4503.233.  The court shall not release a vehicle from
immobilization ordered under this section unless the court is presented with current proof of
financial responsibility with respect to that vehicle.

(e) Any order of criminal forfeiture under this section shall be issued and enforced
under Ohio R.C. 4503.234.  Upon receipt of the copy of the order from the court, neither the
Ohio Registrar of Motor Vehicles nor a deputy registrar shall accept any application for the
registration or transfer of registration of any motor vehicle owned or leased by the person named
in the declaration of forfeiture.  The period of registration denial shall be five years after the date
of the order, unless, during that period, the court having jurisdiction of the offense that lead to the
order terminates the forfeiture and notifies the Registrar of the termination.  The Registrar shall
then take necessary measures to permit the person to register a vehicle owned or leased by the
person or to transfer registration of the vehicle. (ORC 4510.11)

335.071   DRIVING UNDER OVI SUSPENSION.
(a) No person whose driver’s or commercial driver’s license or permit or nonresident

operating privilege has been suspended under Ohio R.C. 4511.19, 4511.191, or 4511.196 or
under Ohio R.C. 4510.07 for a conviction of a violation of a municipal OVI ordinance shall
operate any motor vehicle upon the public roads or highways within this Municipality during the
period of the suspension.

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of driving under OVI suspension.  The court
shall sentence the offender under Ohio R.C. Chapter 2929, subject to the differences authorized
or required by this section.

(1) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (b)(2) or (3) of this section,
driving under OVI suspension is a misdemeanor of the first degree.  The
court shall sentence the offender to all of the following:
A. A mandatory jail term of three consecutive days.  The three-day

term shall be imposed, unless, subject to subsection (c) of this
section, the court instead imposes a sentence of not less than thirty
consecutive days of house arrest with electronic monitoring.  A
period of house arrest with electronic monitoring imposed under this
subsection shall not exceed six months.  If the court imposes a
mandatory three-day jail term under this subsection, the court may
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impose a jail term in addition to that term, provided that in no case
shall the cumulative jail term imposed for the offense exceed six
months.

B. A fine of not less than two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) and not
more than one thousand dollars ($1,000).

C. A license suspension under subsection (e) of this section.
(2) If, within six years of the offense, the offender previously has been

convicted of or pleaded guilty to one violation of this section or one
equivalent offense, driving under OVI suspension is a misdemeanor of the
first degree.  The court shall sentence the offender to all of the following:
A. A mandatory jail term of ten consecutive days.  Notwithstanding the

jail terms provided in Ohio R.C. Chapter 2929, the court may
sentence the offender to a longer jail term of not more than one
year.  The ten-day mandatory jail term shall be imposed unless,
subject to subsection (c) of this section, the court instead imposes a
sentence of not less than ninety consecutive days of house arrest
with electronic monitoring.  The period of house arrest with
electronic monitoring shall not exceed one year.

B. Notwithstanding the fines provided for in Ohio R.C. Chapter 2929,
a fine of not less than five hundred dollars ($500.00) and not more
than two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500).

C. A license suspension under subsection (e) of this section.
(3) If, within six years of the offense, the offender previously has been

convicted of or pleaded guilty to two or more violations of this section or
two or more equivalent offenses, driving under OVI suspension is a
misdemeanor of the first degree.  The court shall sentence the offender to
all of the following:
A. A mandatory jail term of thirty consecutive days.  Notwithstanding

the jail terms provided in Ohio R.C. Chapter 2929, the court may
sentence the offender to a longer jail term of not more than one
year.  The court shall not sentence the offender to a term of house
arrest with electronic monitoring in lieu of the mandatory portion of
the jail term.

B. Notwithstanding the fines set forth in Ohio R.C. Chapter 2929, a
fine of not less than five hundred dollars ($500.00) and not more
than two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500).

C. A license suspension under subsection (e) of this section.

(c) No court shall impose an alternative sentence of house arrest with electronic
monitoring under subsection (b)(1) or (2) of this section unless, within sixty days of the date of
sentencing, the court issues a written finding on the record that, due to the unavailability of space
at the jail where the offender is required to serve the jail term imposed, the offender will not be
able to begin serving that term within the sixty-day period following the date of sentencing.

An offender sentenced under this section to a period of house arrest with electronic
monitoring shall be permitted work release during that period.

(d) Fifty per cent of any fine imposed by a court under subsection (b)(1), (2) or (3) of
this section shall be deposited into the county indigent drivers alcohol treatment fund or municipal
indigent drivers alcohol treatment fund under the control of that court, as created by the county
or municipal corporation pursuant to division (H) of Ohio R.C. 4511.191.
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(h) As used in this section:
(1) “Electronic monitoring” has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 2929.01.
(2) “Equivalent offense” means any of the following:

A. A violation of a municipal ordinance, law of another state, or law
of the United States that is substantially equivalent to subsection (a)
of this section;

B. A violation of a former law of this State that was substantially
equivalent to subsection (a) of this section.

(3) “Jail” has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 2929.01.
(4) “Mandatory jail term” means the mandatory term in jail of three, ten, or

thirty consecutive days that must be imposed under subsection (b)(1), (2)
or (3) of this section upon an offender convicted of a violation of subsection
(a) of this section and in relation to which all of the following apply:
A. Except as specifically authorized under this section, the term must

be served in a jail.
B. Except as specifically authorized under this section, the term cannot

be suspended, reduced, or otherwise modified pursuant to any
provision of the Ohio Revised Code.
(ORC 4510.14)

335.072   DRIVING UNDER FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY LAW
   SUSPENSION OR CANCELLATION.

(a) No person, whose driver’s or commercial driver’s license or temporary instruction
permit or nonresident’s operating privilege has been suspended or canceled pursuant to Ohio R.C.
Chapter 4509, shall operate any motor vehicle within this Municipality, or knowingly permit any
motor vehicle owned by the person to be operated by another person in the Municipality, during
the period of the suspension or cancellation, except as specifically authorized by Ohio R.C.
Chapter 4509.  No person shall operate a motor vehicle within this Municipality, or knowingly
permit any motor vehicle owned by the person to be operated by another person in the
Municipality, during the period in which the person is required by Ohio R.C. 4509.45 to file and
maintain proof of financial responsibility for a violation of Ohio R.C. 4509.101, unless proof of
financial responsibility is maintained with respect to that vehicle.

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of driving under financial responsibility law
suspension or cancellation, an unclassified misdemeanor.  The offender may be fined up to one
thousand dollars ($1,000) and pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2929.27 additionally may be ordered to serve
a term of community service of up to five hundred hours.  If the offender previously was
convicted of or pleaded guilty to two or more violations or this section or a substantially equivalent
municipal ordinance within the past three years, the offense is a misdemeanor of the first degree.
The court shall impose a class seven suspension of the offender’s driver’s or commercial driver’s
license or permit, or nonresident operating privilege for the period of time specified in division
(A)(7) of Ohio R.C. 4510.02.
(ORC 4510.16)

(c) (1) If a person is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation of this section, if
the vehicle the offender was operating at the time of the offense is
registered in the offender’s name, and if subsection (c)(2) of this section
does not apply, the court, in addition to or independent of any sentence that
it imposes upon the offender for the offense, may order the immobilization
for not more than thirty days of the vehicle the offender was operating at
the time of the offense and the impoundment for not more than thirty days
of the identification license plates of that vehicle.
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No person to whom a temporary license placard or windshield sticker has been issued for
the use of a motor vehicle under Ohio R.C. 4503.182, and no operator of that motor vehicle, shall
fail to display the temporary license placard in plain view from the rear of the vehicle either in the
rear window or on an external rear surface of the motor vehicle, or fail to display the windshield
sticker in plain view on the rear window of the motor vehicle.  No temporary license placard or
windshield sticker shall be covered by any material that obstructs its visibility. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.
(ORC 4503.21)

335.10   EXPIRED OR UNLAWFUL LICENSE PLATES.
(a) No person who is the owner of a motor vehicle which is parked or operated upon

the public streets or highways shall fail to annually file the application for registration or to pay
the tax therefor, as required by Ohio R.C. Chapter 4503.  (ORC 4503.11)

(b) No person shall operate, drive or park upon the public streets or highways a motor
vehicle acquired from a former owner who has registered the motor vehicle in Ohio, while the
motor vehicle displays the distinctive number or identification mark assigned to it upon its original
registration.  (ORC 4549.11)

(c) No person who is the owner of a motor vehicle and a resident of Ohio shall operate,
drive or park the motor vehicle upon the public streets or highways, while it displays a distinctive
number or identification mark issued by or under the authority of another state, without complying
with the laws of Ohio relating to the registration and identification of motor vehicles.  
(ORC 4549.12)

(d) No person shall park or operate any vehicle upon any public street or highway upon
which is displayed an expired license plate or an expired validation sticker.

(e) No person shall park or operate any vehicle upon any public street or highway upon
which are displayed any license plates not legally registered and issued for such vehicle, or upon
which are displayed any license plates that were issued on an application for registration that
contains any false statement by the applicant.

(f) (1) Whoever violates subsection (a) hereof is guilty of a misdemeanor of the
fourth degree.

(2) Whoever violates subsection (b) hereof is guilty of a minor misdemeanor
on a first offense and a misdemeanor of the fourth degree on each
subsequent offense.

(3) Whoever violations any provision of this section for which no other penalty
is provided is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.
(ORC 4549.11; 4549.12)

335.11  USE OF ILLEGAL LICENSE PLATES; TRANSFER OF
   REGISTRATION.

(a) No person shall operate or drive a motor vehicle upon the streets in this
Municipality if it displays a license plate or a distinctive number or identification mark that meets
any of the following criteria:

(1) Is fictitious;
(2) Is a counterfeit or an unlawfully made copy of any distinctive number or

identification mark;



337.01                                            TRAFFIC CODE                                               108

337.01  DRIVING UNSAFE VEHICLES.
(a) No person shall drive or move, or cause or knowingly permit to be driven or

moved, on any street any vehicle or combination of vehicles which is in such unsafe condition as
to endanger any person or property.

(b) Nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed to prohibit the use of additional
parts and accessories on any vehicle not inconsistent with the provisions of this chapter.

(c) The provisions of this chapter with respect to equipment on vehicles do not apply
to implements of husbandry, road machinery, road rollers or agricultural tractors except as made
applicable to such articles of machinery.  

(d) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is
guilty of a minor misdemeanor.  If the offender previously has been convicted of a violation of
this section, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.
(ORC 4513.02)

337.02  LIGHTED LIGHTS; MEASUREMENT OF DISTANCES AND
   HEIGHTS.

(a) Every vehicle, other than a motorized bicycle, operated upon a street or highway
shall display lighted lights and illuminating devices as required by this chapter during all of the
following times:

(1) The time from sunset to sunrise;
(2) At any other time when, due to insufficient natural light or unfavorable

atmospheric conditions, persons, vehicles, and substantial objects on the
street or highway are not discernible at a distance of one thousand feet
ahead;

(3) At any time when the windshield wipers of the vehicle are in use because
of precipitation on the windshield.

Every motorized bicycle shall display at such times lighted lights meeting the rules adopted
by the Ohio Director of Public Safety under Ohio R.C. 4511.521.  No motor vehicle, during any
time specified in this section, shall be operated upon a street or highway using only parking lights
as illumination.

(b) Whenever in this chapter a requirement is declared as to the distance from which
certain lights and devices shall render objects visible, or within which such lights or devices shall
be visible, such distance shall be measured upon a straight level unlighted street under normal
atmospheric conditions unless a different condition is expressly stated.

(c) Whenever in this chapter a requirement is declared as to the mounted height of
lights or devices, it shall mean from the center of such light or device to the level ground upon
which the vehicle stands.
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(d) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, no law enforcement officer
shall cause the operator of a vehicle being operated upon a street or highway to stop the vehicle
solely because the officer observes that a violation of subsection (a)(3) of this section has been or
is being committed or for the sole purpose of issuing a ticket, citation or summons for a violation
of that subsection, or causing the arrest of or commencing a prosecution of a person for a violation
of that subsection.

(e) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.  
(ORC 4513.03)

337.03  HEADLIGHTS ON MOTOR VEHICLES AND MOTORCYCLES.
(a) Every motor vehicle, other than a motorcycle, shall be equipped with at least two

headlights with at least one near each side of the front of the motor vehicle.

(b) Every motorcycle shall be equipped with at least one and not more than two
headlights.  

(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.
(ORC 4513.04)

337.04  TAIL LIGHT; ILLUMINATION OF REAR LICENSE PLATE.
(a)  Every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, pole trailer or vehicle which is being

drawn at the end of a train of vehicles shall be equipped with at least one tail light mounted on the
rear which, when lighted, shall emit a red light visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear,
provided that in the case of a train of vehicles only the tail light on the rear-most vehicle need be
visible from the distance specified.

(b) Either a tail light or a separate light shall be so constructed and placed as to
illuminate with a white light the rear registration plate, when such registration plate is required,
and render it legible from a distance of fifty feet to the rear.  Any tail light, together with any
separate light for illuminating the rear registration plate, shall be so wired as to be lighted
whenever the headlights or auxiliary driving lights are lighted, except where separate lighting
systems are provided for trailers for the purpose of illuminating such registration plate.  

(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.
(ORC 4513.05)

337.05  REAR RED REFLECTORS.
(a) Every new motor vehicle sold after September 6, 1941, and operated on a street,

other than vehicles of the type mentioned in Section 337.06 or a commercial tractor to which a
trailer or semitrailer is attached, shall carry at the rear, either as a part of the tail lights or
separately, two red reflectors of such size and characteristics and so maintained as to be visible
at night from all distances within 300 feet to fifty feet from such vehicle. 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.
(ORC 4513.06)
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337.06  SAFETY LIGHTING ON COMMERCIAL VEHICLES.
(a) Buses, trucks, commercial tractors, trailers, semitrailers and pole trailers, when

operated upon any street, shall be equipped with clearance lights, marker lights, reflectors and stop
lights as required by State regulations.  Such equipment shall be lighted at all times mentioned in
Section 337.02 except that clearance lights and side marker lights need not be lighted on a vehicle
operated where there is sufficient light to reveal any person or substantial object on the street at
a distance of 500 feet.

Such equipment shall be in addition to all other lights specifically required by Section
337.02 to Section 337.15, inclusive.  Vehicles operated under the jurisdiction of the Ohio Public
Utilities Commission are not subject to this section.

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.
(ORC 4513.07)

337.07  OBSCURED LIGHTS ON VEHICLES IN COMBINATION.
(a) Whenever motor and other vehicles are operated in combination during the time that

lights are required, any light, except tail lights, which by reason of its location on a vehicle of the
combination would be obscured by another vehicle of the combination need not be lighted, but this
section does not affect the requirement that lighted clearance lights be displayed on the front of
the foremost vehicle required to have clearance lights or that all lights required on the rear of the
rearmost vehicle of any combination shall be lighted.  

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor on a first offense;
on a second offense within one year after the first offense, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor
of the fourth degree; on each subsequent offense within one year after the first offense, the person
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.
(ORC 4513.08)

337.08  RED LIGHT OR RED FLAG ON EXTENDED LOADS.
(a) Whenever the load upon any vehicle extends to the rear four feet or more beyond

the bed or body of such vehicle, there shall be displayed at the extreme rear end of the load, at the
times specified in Section 337.02, a red light or lantern plainly visible from a distance of at least
500 feet to the side and rear.  The red light or lantern required by this section is in addition to the
red rear light required upon every vehicle.  At any other time there shall be displayed at the
extreme rear end of such load a red flag or cloth not less than sixteen inches square.

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.
(ORC 4513.09)



113                                                  Safety and Equipment                                     337.13

If an agricultural tractor that is designed by its manufacturer to operate at a speed greater
than twenty-five miles per hour is being operated on a street or highway at a speed greater than
twenty-five miles per hour and is towing, pulling or otherwise drawing a unit of farm machinery,
the unit of farm machinery shall display a slow-moving vehicle emblem and a speed identification
symbol that is the same as the speed identification symbol that is displayed on the agricultural
tractor.

(h) When an agricultural tractor that is designed by its manufacturer to operate at a
speed greater than twenty-five miles per hour is being operated on a street or highway at a speed
greater than twenty-five miles per hour, the operator shall possess some documentation published
or provided by the manufacturer indicating the maximum speed in miles per hour at which the
manufacturer designed the agricultural tractor to operate.

(i) As used in this section, "boat trailer" means any vehicle designed and used
exclusively to transport a boat between a place of storage and a marina, or in and around a marina,
when drawn or towed on a street or highway for a distance of no more than ten miles and at a
speed of twenty-five miles per hour or less.  

(j) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. (ORC 4513.11)

337.11  SPOTLIGHT AND AUXILIARY LIGHTS.
(a) Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not more than one spotlight and every

lighted spotlight shall be so aimed and used upon approaching another vehicle that no part of the
high-intensity portion of the beam will be directed to the left of the prolongation of the extreme
left side of the vehicle, nor more than 100 feet ahead of the vehicle.

(b) Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not more than three State approved
auxiliary driving lights mounted on the front of the vehicle, which when used shall conform to
State regulations.

(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. (ORC 4513.12)

337.12  COWL, FENDER AND BACK-UP LIGHTS.
(a) Any motor vehicle may be equipped with side cowl or fender lights or lights on

each side thereof which shall emit a white or amber light without glare.

(b) Any motor vehicle may be equipped with back-up lights, either separately or in
combination with another light.  No back-up lights shall be continuously lighted when the motor
vehicle is in forward motion. 

(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. (ORC 4513.13)

337.13  DISPLAY OF LIGHTED LIGHTS.
(a) At all times mentioned in Section 337.02 at least two State approved lighted lights

shall be displayed conforming to State regulations, one near each side of the front of every motor
vehicle, except when such vehicle is parked subject to the regulations governing lights on parked
vehicles.  (ORC 4513.14)

(b) However, on a motorcycle, there shall be displayed at least one and not more than
two lighted lights as required herein.
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(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. (ORC 4513.14)

337.14  USE OF HEADLIGHT BEAMS.
(a) Whenever a motor vehicle is being operated on a roadway or shoulder adjacent

thereto during the times specified in Section 337.02, the driver shall use a distribution of light, or
composite beam, directed high enough and of sufficient intensity to reveal persons, vehicles and
substantial objects at a safe distance in advance of the vehicle, except that upon approaching an
oncoming vehicle, the lights or beams shall be so aimed that the glaring rays are not projected into
the eyes of the oncoming driver.  

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. (ORC 4513.15)

337.15  LIGHTS OF LESS INTENSITY ON SLOW-MOVING VEHICLES.
(a) Any motor vehicle may be operated under the conditions specified in Section 337.02

when it is equipped with two lighted lights upon the front thereof capable of revealing persons and
substantial objects seventy-five feet ahead in lieu of lights required in Section 337.13, provided
that such vehicle shall not be operated at a speed in excess of twenty miles per hour.  

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. (ORC 4513.16)

337.16  NUMBER OF LIGHTS; LIMITATIONS ON FLASHING,
   OSCILLATING OR ROTATING LIGHTS.

(a) Whenever a motor vehicle equipped with headlights also is equipped with any
auxiliary lights or spotlight or any other light on the front thereof projecting a beam of an intensity
greater than 300 candle power, not more than a total of five of any such lights on the front of a
vehicle shall be lighted at any one time when the vehicle is upon a highway.

(b) Any lighted light or illuminating device upon a motor vehicle, other than headlights,
spotlights, signal lights or auxiliary driving lights, that projects a beam of light of an intensity
greater than 300 candle power, shall be so directed that no part of the beam will strike the level
of the roadway on which the vehicle stands at a distance of more than seventy-five feet from the
vehicle.

(c) (1) Flashing lights are prohibited on motor vehicles, except as a means for
indicating a right or a left turn, or in the presence of a vehicular traffic
hazard requiring unusual care in approaching, or overtaking or passing.
This prohibition does not apply to emergency vehicles, road service
vehicles servicing or towing a disabled vehicle, traffic line stripers, snow
plows, rural mail delivery vehicles, vehicles transporting preschool children
as provided in Ohio R.C. 4513.182, Ohio Department of Transportation
maintenance vehicles, funeral hearses, funeral escort vehicles and similar
equipment operated by the Department or local authorities, which shall be
equipped with and display, when used on a street or highway for the special
purpose necessitating such lights, a flashing,  oscillating or rotating amber
light, but shall not display a flashing, oscillating or rotating light of any
other color, nor to vehicles or machinery permitted by Section 337.10 to
have a flashing red light.

(2) When used on a street or highway, farm machinery and vehicles escorting
farm machinery may be equipped with and display a flashing, oscillating,
or rotating amber light, and the prohibition contained in subsection (c)(1)
hereof does not apply to such machinery or vehicles.  Farm machinery also
may display the lights described in Section 337.10.
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(d) Except a person operating a public safety vehicle, as defined in Section 301.27, or
a school bus, no person shall operate, move or park upon or permit to stand within the right of
way of any public street or highway any vehicle or equipment that is equipped with and displaying
a flashing red or a flashing combination red and white light, or an oscillating or rotating red light,
or a combination red and white oscillating or rotating light; and except a public law enforcement
officer, or other person sworn to enforce the criminal and traffic laws of the State or Municipality,
operating a public safety vehicle when on duty, no person shall operate, move or park upon, or
permit to stand within the right of way of any street or highway any vehicle or equipment that is
equipped with, or upon which is mounted, and displaying a flashing blue or a flashing combination
blue and white light, or an oscillating or rotating blue light, or a combination blue and white
oscillating or rotating light.  

(e) This section does not prohibit the use of warning lights required by law or the
simultaneous flashing of turn signals on disabled vehicles or on vehicles being operated in
unfavorable atmospheric conditions in order to enhance their visibility.  This section also does not
prohibit the simultaneous flashing of turn signals or warning lights either on farm machinery or
vehicles escorting farm machinery, when used on a street or highway.  

(f) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. (ORC 4513.17)

337.17  FOCUS AND AIM OF HEADLIGHTS.
(a) No person shall use any lights mentioned in Section 337.02 to 337.16, inclusive,

upon any motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer unless the lights are equipped, mounted and adjusted
as to focus and aim in accordance with State regulations.  

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. (ORC 4513.19)

337.18  MOTOR VEHICLE AND MOTORCYCLE BRAKES.
(a) The following requirements govern as to brake equipment on vehicles:

(1) Every motor vehicle, other than a motorcycle, when operated upon a street
or highway, shall be equipped with brakes adequate to control the
movement of and to stop and hold such motor vehicle, including two
separate means of applying the brakes, each of which means shall be
effective to apply the brakes to at least two wheels.  If these two separate
means of applying the brakes are connected in any way, then on such motor
vehicles manufactured or assembled after January 1, 1942, they shall be so
constructed that failure of any one part of the operating mechanism shall not
leave the motor vehicle without brakes on at least two wheels.

(2) Every motorcycle, when operated upon a street or highway, shall be
equipped with at least one adequate brake, which may be operated by hand
or by foot.

(3) Every motorized bicycle shall be equipped with brakes meeting the rules
adopted by the Ohio Director of Public Safety under Ohio R.C. 4511.521.

(4) When operated upon the streets or highways of this Municipality, the
following vehicles shall be equipped with brakes adequate to control the
movement of and to stop and to hold the vehicle designed to be applied by
the driver of the towing motor vehicle from its cab, and also designed and
connected so that, in case of a breakaway of the towed vehicle, the brakes
shall be automatically applied:
A. Except as otherwise provided in this section, every trailer or

semitrailer, except a pole trailer, with an empty weight of two
thousand pounds or more, manufactured or assembled on or after
January 1, 1942;
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B. Every manufactured home or travel trailer with an empty weight of
two thousand pounds or more, manufactured or assembled on or
after January 1, 2001.

(5) Every watercraft trailer with a gross weight or manufacturer’s gross vehicle
weight rating of three thousand pounds or more that is manufactured or
assembled on or after January 1, 2008, shall have separate brakes equipped
with hydraulic surge or electrically operated brakes on two wheels.

(6) In any combination of motor-drawn trailers or semitrailers equipped with
brakes, means shall be provided for applying the rearmost brakes in
approximate synchronism with the brakes on the towing vehicle, and
developing the required braking effort on the rearmost wheels at the fastest
rate; or means shall be provided for applying braking effort first on the
rearmost brakes; or both of the above means, capable of being used
alternatively, may be employed.

(7) Every vehicle and combination of vehicles, except motorcycles and
motorized bicycles, and except trailers and semitrailers of a gross weight
of less than 2,000 pounds, and pole trailers, shall be equipped with parking
brakes adequate to hold the vehicle on any grade on which it is operated,
under all conditions of loading, on a surface free from snow, ice or loose
material. The parking brakes shall be capable of being applied in
conformance with the foregoing requirements by the driver's muscular
effort or by spring action or by equivalent means.  Their operation may be
assisted by the service brakes or other sources of power provided that
failure of the service brake actuation system or other power assisting
mechanism will not prevent the parking brakes from being applied in
conformance with the foregoing requirements.  The parking brakes shall be
so designed that when once applied they shall remain applied with the
required effectiveness despite exhaustion of any source of energy or leakage
of any kind.

(8) The same brake drums, brake shoes and lining assemblies, brake shoe
anchors, and mechanical brake shoe actuation mechanism normally
associated with the wheel brake assemblies may be used for both the service
brakes and the parking brakes.  If the means of applying the parking brakes
and the service brakes are connected in any way, they shall be so
constructed that failure of any one part shall not leave the vehicle without
operative brakes.

(9) Every motor vehicle or combination of motor-drawn vehicles shall be
capable at all times and under all conditions of loading of being stopped on
a dry, smooth, level road free from loose material, upon application of the
service or foot brake, within the following specified distances, or shall be
capable of being decelerated at a sustained rate corresponding to these
distances:

           From a speed of 20 miles per hour
Deceleration in

           Stopping distance feet per second
                     in feet    per second

Brakes on all wheels 30 14
Brakes not on all four wheels 40 10.7

(10) All brakes shall be maintained in good working order and shall be so
adjusted as to operate as equally as practicable with respect to the wheels
on opposite sides of the vehicle.
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(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor on a first offense;
on a second offense within one year after the first offense, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor
of the fourth degree; on each subsequent offense within one year after the first offense, the person
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree. (ORC 4513.20)

337.19  HORN, SIREN AND THEFT ALARM SIGNAL.
(a) Every motor vehicle when operated upon a street shall be equipped with a horn

which is in good working order and capable of emitting sound audible, under normal conditions,
from a distance of not less than 200 feet.

(b) No motor vehicle shall be equipped with, nor shall any person use upon a vehicle,
any siren, whistle or bell.  Any vehicle may be equipped with a theft alarm signal device which
shall be so arranged that it cannot be used as an ordinary warning signal.  Every emergency or
public safety vehicle shall be equipped with a siren, whistle or bell capable of emitting sound
audible under normal conditions from a distance of not less than 500 feet and of a type approved
by the Ohio Director of Public Safety.  Such equipment shall not be used except when such vehicle
is operated in response to an emergency call or is in the immediate pursuit of an actual or
suspected violator of the law, in which case the driver of the emergency or public safety vehicle
shall sound such equipment when it is necessary to warn pedestrians and other drivers of the
approach thereof. 

[Removed ORC history from 337.19(b)]

(c) No person shall use the horn of a motor vehicle except to give warning to other
drivers or pedestrians.

(d) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. (ORC 4513.21)

337.20  MUFFLER; MUFFLER CUTOUT; EXCESSIVE SMOKE, GAS
   OR NOISE.

(a) Every motor vehicle and motorcycle with an internal combustion engine shall at all
times be equipped with a muffler which is in good working order and in constant operation to
prevent excessive or unusual noise, and no person shall use a muffler cutout, by-pass or similar
device upon a motor vehicle on a highway.  Every motorcycle muffler shall be equipped with
baffle plates.

(b) No person shall own, operate or have in the person’s possession any motor vehicle
or motorcycle equipped with a device for producing excessive smoke or gas, or so equipped as
to permit oil or any other chemical to flow into or upon the exhaust pipe or muffler of such
vehicle, or equipped in any other way to produce or emit smoke or dangerous or annoying gases
from any portion of such vehicle, other than the ordinary gases emitted by the exhaust of an
internal combustion engine under normal operation.  

(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. (ORC 4513.22)

337.21  REAR-VIEW MIRROR; CLEAR VIEW TO FRONT, BOTH SIDES
   AND REAR.

(a) Every motor vehicle and motorcycle shall be equipped with a mirror so located as
to reflect to the operator a view of the street to the rear of such vehicle or motorcycle.  Operators
of vehicles and motorcycles shall have a clear and unobstructed view to the front and to both sides
of their vehicles or motorcycles and shall have a clear view to the rear of their vehicles or
motorcycles by mirror.  
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(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. (ORC 4513.23)

337.22  WINDSHIELD AND WINDSHIELD WIPER; SIGN OR 
  POSTER THEREON.

(a) No person shall drive any motor vehicle on a street or highway, other than a
motorcycle or motorized bicycle, that is not equipped with a windshield.

(b) No person shall drive any motor vehicle, other than a bus, with any sign, poster
or other nontransparent material upon the front windshield, sidewings, side or rear windows of
such vehicle other than a certificate or other paper required to be displayed by law, except that
there may be in the lower left-hand or right-hand corner of the windshield a sign, poster or decal
not to exceed four inches in height by six inches in width.  No sign, poster or decal shall be
displayed in the front windshield in such a manner as to conceal the vehicle identification number
for the motor vehicle when in accordance with federal law, that number is located inside the
vehicle passenger compartment and so placed as to be readable through the vehicle glazing without
moving any part of the vehicle.

(c) The windshield on every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a device for cleaning
rain, snow or other moisture from the windshield.  The device shall be maintained in good
working order and so constructed as to be controlled or operated by the operator of the vehicle.

(d) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. (ORC 4513.24)

337.23  LIMITED LOAD EXTENSION ON LEFT SIDE OF PASSENGER
   VEHICLE.

(a) No passenger-type vehicle shall be operated on a street with any load carried on
such vehicle which extends more than six inches beyond the line of the fenders on the vehicle's
left side.  

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor on a first offense;
on a second offense within one year after the first offense, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor
of the fourth degree; on each subsequent offense within one year after the first offense, the person
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.  (ORC 4513.30)

337.24  MOTOR VEHICLE STOP LIGHTS.
(a) Every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, and pole trailer when operated upon a

street or highway shall be equipped with two or more stop lights, except that passenger cars
manufactured or assembled prior to January 1, 1967, motorcycles, and motor-driven cycles shall
be equipped with at least one stop light.  Stop lights shall be mounted on the rear of the vehicle,
actuated upon application of the service brake, and may be incorporated with other rear lights.
Such stop lights when actuated shall emit a red light visible from a distance of five hundred feet
to the rear, provided that in the case of a train of vehicles only the stop lights on the rear-most
vehicle need be visible from the distance specified.

Such stop lights when actuated shall give a steady warning light to the rear of a vehicle or
train of vehicles to indicate the intention of the operator to diminish the speed of or stop a vehicle
or train of vehicles.

When stop lights are used as required by this section, they shall be constructed or installed
so as to provide adequate and reliable illumination and shall conform to the appropriate rules and
regulations established under Ohio R.C. 4513.19.

Historical motor vehicles as defined in Ohio R.C. 4503.181, not originally manufactured
with stop lights, are not subject to this section.  
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(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.(ORC 4513.071)

337.25  AIR CLEANER REQUIRED.
(a) No person shall operate a motor vehicle with an internal combustion engine unless

the carburetion system of the vehicle is protected with an air filter, a flame arresting device, or
any other accepted method of protection that is adequate for this purpose.  If the original device
or system is replaced, it shall be replaced with one that is equal to or better than the original
equipment.

(b) This section does not apply to a person doing automotive repair work on a motor
vehicle that necessitates this device being removed while the work is performed.

(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor on a first offense;
on a second offense within one year after the first offense, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor
of the fourth degree; on each subsequent offense within one year after the first offense, the person
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

337.26  CHILD RESTRAINT SYSTEM USAGE.
(a) When any child who is in either or both of the following categories is being

transported in a motor vehicle, other than a taxicab or public safety vehicle as defined in Ohio
R.C. 4511.01, that is required by the United States Department of Transportation to be equipped
with seat belts at the time of manufacture or assembly, the operator of the motor vehicle shall have
the child properly secured in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions in a child restraint
system that meets federal motor safety standards:

(1) A child who is less than four years of age;
(2) A child who weighs less than forty pounds.

(b) When any child who is in either or both of the following categories is being
transported in a motor vehicle, other than a taxicab, that is owned, leased or otherwise under the
control of a nursery school, or day-care center, the operator of the motor vehicle shall have the
child properly secured in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions in a child restraint
system that meets federal motor vehicle safety standards:

(1) A child who is less than four years of age;
(2) A child who weighs less than forty pounds.

(c) When any child who is less than eight years of age and less than four feet nine
inches in height, who is not required by subsection (a) or (b) of this section to be secured in a child
restraint system, is being transported in a motor vehicle, other than a taxicab or public safety
vehicle as defined in Ohio R.C. 4511.01 or a vehicle that is regulated under Ohio R.C. 5104.011,
that is required by the United States Department of Transportation to be equipped with seat belts
at the time of manufacture or assembly, the operator of the motor vehicle shall have the child
properly secured in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions on a booster seat that meets
federal motor vehicle safety standards.

(d) When any child who is at least eight years of age but not older that fifteen years of
age and who is not otherwise required by subsection (a), (b) or (c) hereof to be secured in a child
restraint system or booster seat, is being transported in a motor vehicle, other than a taxicab or
public safety vehicle as defined in Ohio R.C. 4511.01, that is required by the United States
Department of Transportation to be equipped with seat belts at the time of manufacture or
assembly, the operator of the motor vehicle shall have the child properly restrained either in
accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions in a child restraint system that meets federal motor
vehicle safety standards or in an occupant restraining device as defined in Ohio R.C. 4513.263.
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(e) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, no law enforcement officer
shall cause an operator of a motor vehicle being operated on any street or highway to stop the
motor vehicle for the sole purpose of determining whether a violation of subsection (c) or (d) of
this section has been or is being committed or for the sole purpose of issuing a ticket, citation, or
summons for a violation of subsection (c) or (d) of this section or causing the arrest of or
commencing a prosecution of a person for a violation of subsection (c) or (d) of this section, and
absent another violation of law, a law enforcement officer’s view of the interior or visual
inspection of a motor vehicle being operated on any street or highway may not be used for the
purpose of determining whether a violation of subsection (c) or (d) of this section has been or is
being committed.

(f) The Ohio Director of Public Safety shall adopt such rules as are necessary to carry
out this section.

(g) The failure of an operator of a motor vehicle to secure a child in a child restraint
system, a booster seat or an occupant restraining device as required by this section is not
negligence imputable to the child, is not admissible as evidence in any civil action involving the
rights of the child against any other person allegedly liable for injuries to the child, is not to be
used as a basis for a criminal prosecution of the operator of the motor vehicle other than a
prosecution for a violation of this section, and is not admissible as evidence in any criminal action
involving the operator of the motor vehicle other than a prosecution for a violation of this section.

(h) This section does not apply when an emergency exists that threatens the life of any
person operating or occupying a motor vehicle that is being used to transport a child who
otherwise would be required to be restrained under this section.  This section does not apply to
a person operating a motor vehicle who has an affidavit signed by a physician licensed to practice
in this State under Ohio R.C. Chapter 4731 or a chiropractor licensed to practice in this State
under Ohio R.C. Chapter 4734 that states that the child who otherwise would be required to be
restrained under this section has a physical impairment that makes use of a child restraint system,
booster seat or an occupant restraining device impossible or impractical, provided that the person
operating the vehicle has safely and appropriately restrained the child in accordance with any
recommendations of the physician or chiropractor as noted on the affidavit.

(i) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require any person to carry with the
person the birth certificate of a child to prove the age of the child, but the production of a valid
birth certificate for a child showing that the child was not of an age to which this section applies
is a defense against any ticket, citation or summons issued for violating this section.

(j) Whoever violates subsection (a), (b), (c) or (d) of this section shall be punished as
follows, provided that the failure of an operator of a motor vehicle to secure more than one child
in a child restraint system, booster seat, or occupant restraining device as required by this section
that occurred at the same time, on the same day, and at the same location is deemed to be a single
violation of this section:

(1) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (j)(2) of this section, the
offender is guilty of a minor misdemeanor and shall be fined not less than
twenty-five dollars ($25.00) nor more than seventy-five dollars ($75.00).

(2) If the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a
violation of subsection (a), (b), (c) or (d) of this section or of a state law or
municipal ordinance that is substantially similar to any of those subsections,
the offender is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.
(ORC 4511.81)
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337.27  DRIVERS AND PASSENGERS REQUIRED TO WEAR SEAT BELTS.
(a) As used in this section:

(1) "Automobile" means any commercial tractor, passenger car, commercial
car or truck that is required to be factory-equipped with an occupant
restraining device for the operator or any passenger by regulations adopted
by the United States Secretary of Transportation pursuant to the "National
Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966," 80 Stat. 719, 15 U.S.C.A.
1392.

(2) "Occupant restraining device" means a seat safety belt, shoulder belt,
harness or other safety device for restraining a person who is an operator
of or passenger in an automobile and that satisfies the minimum Federal
vehicle safety standards established by the United States Department of
Transportation.

(3) "Passenger" means any person in an automobile, other than its operator,
who is occupying a seating position for which an occupant restraining
device is provided.

(4) "Commercial tractor," "passenger car," and "commercial car" have the
same meanings as provided in Ohio R.C. 4501.01.

(5) "Vehicle" and "motor vehicle", as used in the definitions of the terms set
forth in subsection (a)(4) hereof, have the same meanings as provided in
Chapter 301.

(6) “Tort action” means a civil action for damages for injury, death, or loss to
person or property.  “Tort action” includes a product liability claim, as
defined in Ohio R.C. 2307.71 and an asbestos claim, as defined in Ohio
R.C. 2307.91, but does not include a civil action for damages for breach
of contract or another agreement between persons.

(b) No person shall do either of the following:
(1) Operate an automobile on any street or highway unless that person is

wearing all of the available elements of a properly adjusted occupant
restraining device, or operate a school bus that has an occupant restraining
device installed for use in its operator's seat unless that person is wearing
all of the available elements of the device, as properly adjusted;

(2) Operate an automobile on any street or highway unless each passenger in
the automobile who is subject to the requirement set forth in subsection
(b)(3) hereof is wearing all of the available elements of a properly adjusted
occupant restraining device;

(3) Occupy, as a passenger, a seating position on the front seat of an
automobile being operated on any street or highway unless that person is
wearing all of the available elements of a properly adjusted occupant
restraining device;

(4) Operate a taxicab on any street or highway unless all factory-equipped
occupant restraining devices in the taxicab are maintained in usable form.
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(c) Subsection (b)(3) hereof does not apply to a person who is required by Section
337.26 to be secured in a child restraint device or booster seat.  Subsection (b)(1) hereof does not
apply to a person who is an employee of the United States Postal Service or of a newspaper home
delivery service, during any period in which the person is engaged in the operation of an
automobile to deliver mail or newspapers to addressees.  Subsections (b)(1) and (3) hereof do not
apply to a person who has an affidavit signed by a physician licensed to practice in this State under
Ohio R.C. Chapter 4731 or a chiropractor licensed to practice in this State under Ohio R.C.
Chapter 4734 that states that the person has a physical impairment that makes use of an occupant
restraining device impossible or impractical.

(d) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, no law enforcement officer
shall cause an operator of an automobile being operated on any street or highway to stop the
automobile for the sole purpose of determining whether a violation of subsection (b) hereof has
been or is being committed or for the sole purpose of issuing a ticket, citation or summons for a
violation of that nature or causing the arrest of or commencing a prosecution of a person for a
violation of that nature, and no law enforcement officer shall view the interior or visually inspect
any automobile being operated on any street or highway for the sole purpose of determining
whether a violation of that nature has been or is being committed.

(e) All fines collected for violations of subsection (b) hereof shall be forwarded to the
Treasurer of State for deposit as provided in Ohio R.C. 4513.263.

(f) (1) Subject to subsection (f)(2) of this section, the failure of a person to wear
all of the available elements of a properly adjusted occupant restraining
device in violation of subsection (b)(1) or (3) or the failure of a person to
ensure that each minor who is a passenger of an automobile being operated
by that person is wearing all of the available elements of a properly adjusted
occupant restraining device, in violation of subsection (b)(2)  of this section,
shall not be considered or used by the trier of fact in a tort action as
evidence of negligence or contributory negligence.  But the trier of fact may
determine based on evidence admitted consistent with the Ohio rules of
evidence that the failure contributed to the harm alleged in the tort action
and may diminish a recovery of compensatory damages that represents
noneconomic loss, as defined in Ohio R.C. 2307.011 in a tort action that
could have been recovered but for the plaintiff’s failure to wear all of the
available elements of a properly adjusted occupant restraining device.
Evidence of that failure shall not be used as a basis for a criminal
prosecution of the person other than a prosecution for a violation of this
section; and shall not be admissible as evidence in a criminal action
involving the person other than a prosecution for a violation of this section.

(2) If, at the time of an accident involving a passenger car equipped with
occupant restraining devices, any occupant of the passenger car who
sustained injury or death was not wearing an available occupant restraining
device, was not wearing all of the available elements of such a device, or
was not wearing such a device as properly adjusted, then, consistent with
the Rules of Evidence, the fact that the occupant was not wearing the
available occupant restraining device, was not wearing all of the available
elements of such a device, or was not wearing such a device as properly
adjusted is admissible in evidence in relation to any claim for relief in a tort
action to the extent that the claim for relief satisfies all of the following:
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(2) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this
section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor.  If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to
one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.  If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more
predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is
guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree. (ORC 4511.68)

351.04  PARKING NEAR CURB; HANDICAPPED LOCATIONS ON PUBLIC
   AND PRIVATE LOTS AND GARAGES.

(a) Every vehicle stopped or parked upon a roadway where there is an adjacent curb
shall be stopped or parked with the curb side wheels of the vehicle parallel with and not more than
twelve inches from the curb, unless it is impossible to approach so close to the curb; in such case
the stop shall be as close to the curb as possible and only for the time necessary to discharge and
receive passengers or to load or unload merchandise.

(b) (1) This subsection does not apply to streets or parts thereof where angle
parking is lawfully permitted.  However, no angle parking shall be
permitted on a state route unless an unoccupied roadway width of not less
than twenty-five feet is available for free-moving traffic.

(2) A. No angled parking space that is located on a state route within a
municipal corporation is subject to elimination, irrespective of
whether there is or is not at least twenty-five feet of unoccupied
roadway width available for free-moving traffic at the location of
that angled parking space, unless the municipal corporation
approves of the elimination of the angled parking space.

B. Replacement, repainting or any other repair performed by or on
behalf of the municipal corporation of the lines that indicate the
angled parking space does not constitute an intent by the municipal
corporation to eliminate the angled parking space.

(c) No vehicle shall be stopped or parked on a road or street with the vehicle facing
in a direction other than the direction of travel on that side of the road or street.

(d) Notwithstanding any provision of this Code or any rule, air compressors, tractors,
trucks and other equipment, while being used in the construction, reconstruction, installation,
repair or removal of facilities near, on, over or under a street, may stop, stand or park where
necessary in order to perform such work, provided a flagperson is on duty, or warning signs or
lights are displayed as may be prescribed by the Ohio Director of Transportation.

(e) Special parking locations and privileges for persons with disabilities that limit or
impair the ability to walk, also known as handicapped parking spaces or disability parking spaces
shall be provided and designated by the Municipality and all agencies and instrumentalities thereof
at all offices and facilities, where parking is provided, whether owned, rented or leased, and at
all publicly owned parking garages.  The locations shall be designated through the posting of an
elevated sign, whether permanently affixed or movable, imprinted with the international symbol
of access and shall be reasonably close to exits, entrances, elevators and ramps.  All elevated signs
posted in accordance with this subsection and Ohio R.C. 3781.111 (C) shall be mounted on a fixed
or movable post, and the distance from the ground to the top edge of the sign shall measure five
feet.  If a new sign or a replacement sign designating a special parking location is posted on or
after October 14, 1999, there also shall be affixed upon the surface of that sign or affixed next to
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the designating sign a notice that states the fine applicable for the offense of parking a motor
vehicle in the special designated parking location if the motor vehicle is not legally entitled to be
parked in that location.

(f) (1) No person shall stop, stand or park any motor vehicle at special parking
locations provided under subsection (e) hereof, or at special clearly marked
parking locations provided in or on privately owned parking lots, parking
garages, or other parking areas and designated in accordance with
subsection (e) hereof, unless one of the following applies:

A. The motor vehicle is being operated by or for the transport of a
person with a disability that limits or impairs the ability to walk and
is displaying a valid removable windshield placard or special license
plates;

B. The motor vehicle is being operated by or for the transport of a
handicapped person and is displaying a parking card or special
handicapped license plates.

(2) Any motor vehicle that is parked in a special marked parking location in
violation of subsection (f)(1) of this section may be towed or otherwise
removed from the parking location by the Police Department.  A motor
vehicle that is so towed or removed shall not be released to its owner until
the owner presents proof of ownership of the motor vehicle and pays all
towing and storage fees normally imposed by the Municipality for towing
and storing motor vehicles.  If the motor vehicle is a leased vehicle, it shall
not be released to the lessee until the lessee presents proof that that person
is the lessee of the motor vehicle and pays all towing and storage fees
normally imposed by the Municipality for towing and storing motor
vehicles.

(3) If a person is charged with a violation of subsection (f)(1) of this section,
it is an affirmative defense to the charge that the person suffered an injury
not more than seventy-two hours prior to the time the person was issued the
ticket or citation and that, because of the injury, the person meets at least
one of the criteria contained in Ohio R.C. 4503.44(A)(1).

(g) When a motor vehicle is being operated by or for the transport of a person with a
disability that limits or impairs the ability to walk and is displaying a removable windshield placard
or a temporary removable windshield placard or special license plates, or when a motor vehicle
is being operated by or for the transport of a handicapped person and is displaying a parking card
or special handicapped license plates, the motor vehicle is permitted to park for a period of two
hours in excess of the legal parking period permitted by local authorities, except where local
ordinances or police rules provide otherwise or where the vehicle is parked in such a manner as
to be clearly a traffic hazard.

(h) As used in this section:
(1) "Handicapped person" means any person who has lost the use of one or

both legs, or one or both arms, who is blind, deaf or so severely
handicapped as to be unable to move without the aid of crutches or a
wheelchair, or whose mobility is restricted by a permanent cardiovascular,
pulmonary or other handicapping condition. 

(2) "Person with a disability that limits or impairs the ability to walk" has the
same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 4503.44.
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(3) "Special license plates" and "removable windshield placard" mean any
license plates or removable windshield placard or temporary removable
windshield placard issued under Ohio R.C. 4503.41 or 4503.44, and also
mean any substantially similar license plates or removable windshield
placard or temporary removable windshield placard issued by a state,
district, country or sovereignty.

(i) (1) Whoever violates subsection (a) or (c) of this section is guilty of a minor
misdemeanor.

(2) A. Whoever violates subsection (f)(1)A. or B. of this section is guilty
of a misdemeanor and shall be punished as provided in subsection
(i)(2)A. and B. of this section.  Except as otherwise provided in
subsection (i)(2)A. of this section, an offender who violates
subsection (f)(1)A. or B. of this section shall be fined not less than
two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) nor more than five hundred
dollars ($500.00).  An offender who violates subsection (f)(1)A. or
B. of this section shall be fined not more than one hundred dollars
($100.00) if the offender, prior to sentencing, proves either of the
following to the satisfaction of the court:
1. At the time of the violation of subsection (f)(1)A. of this

section, the offender or the person for whose transport the
motor vehicle was being operated had been issued a
removable windshield placard that then was valid or special
license plates that then were valid but the offender or the
person neglected to display the placard or license plates as
described in subsection (f)(1)A. of this section.

2. At the time of the violation of subsection (f)(1)B. of this
section, the offender or the person for whose transport the
motor vehicle was being operated had been issued a parking
card that then was valid or special handicapped license plates
that then were valid but the offender or the person neglected
to display the card or license plates as described in
subsection (f)(1)B. of this section.

B. In no case shall an offender who violates subsection (f)(1)A. or B.
of this section be sentenced to any term of imprisonment.

An arrest or conviction for a violation of subsection (f)(1)A. or B. of this section
does not constitute a criminal record and need not be reported by the person so
arrested or convicted in response to any inquiries contained in any application for
employment, license, or other right or privilege, or made in connection with the
person’s appearance as a witness.  (ORC 4511.69)

351.05  MANNER OF ANGLE PARKING.
(a) Upon streets where angle parking is permitted, no person shall stop, stand or park

a vehicle other than at the angle to the curb or edge of the roadway as is indicated by appropriate
signs or markings.

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor on a first offense;
on a second offense within one year after the first offense, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor
of the fourth degree; on each subsequent offense within one year after the first offense, the person
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.
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351.06  SELLING, WASHING OR REPAIRING VEHICLE UPON ROADWAY.
(a) No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle upon any roadway for the principal

purpose of:
(1) Displaying such vehicle for sale;
(2) Washing, greasing or repairing such vehicle except repairs necessitated by

an emergency.

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor on a first offense;
on a second offense within one year after the first offense, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor
of the fourth degree; on each subsequent offense within one year after the first offense, the person
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

351.07  UNATTENDED VEHICLE: DUTY TO STOP ENGINE, REMOVE KEY,
   SET BRAKE AND TURN WHEELS.

(a) No person driving or in charge of a motor vehicle shall permit it to stand unattended
without first stopping the engine, locking the ignition, removing the key from the ignition,
effectively setting the parking brake, and, when the motor vehicle is standing upon any grade,
turning the front wheels to the curb or side of the highway.

The requirements of this section relating to the stopping of the engine, locking of the
ignition and removing the key from the ignition of a motor vehicle shall not apply to an emergency
vehicle or a public safety vehicle.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is
guilty of a minor misdemeanor.  If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has
been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.  If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or
traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.
(ORC 4511.661)

351.08  OPENING VEHICLE DOOR ON TRAFFIC SIDE.
(a) No person shall open the door of a vehicle on the side available to moving traffic

unless and until it is reasonably safe to do so, and can be done without interfering with the
movement of other traffic, nor shall any person leave a door open on the side of a vehicle available
to moving traffic for a period of time longer than necessary to load or unload passengers.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is
guilty of a minor misdemeanor.  If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has
been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.  If, within one year of the
offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or
traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.
(ORC 4511.70(C), (D))

351.09  TRUCK LOADING ZONES.
(a) No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle for any purpose or length of time other

than for the expeditious unloading and delivery or pickup and loading of materials in any place
marked as a truck loading zone during hours when the provisions applicable to such zones are in
effect.  In no case shall the stop for loading and unloading of materials exceed thirty minutes.

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor on a first offense;
on a second offense within one year after the first offense, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor
of the fourth degree; on each subsequent offense within one year after the first offense, the person
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.
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375.05  LICENSING REQUIREMENTS OF OPERATOR.
(a) No person who does not hold a valid, current motor vehicle driver's or commercial

driver's license, motorcycle operator's endorsement or probationary license issued under Ohio
R.C. Chapter 4506 or 4507, or a valid, current driver’s license issued by another jurisdiction,
shall operate a snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, or all purpose vehicle on any street or
highway, on any portion of the right of way thereof, or on any public land or waters.  This
subsection shall not be construed to permit the holder of such a license to operate a snowmobile,
off-highway motorcycle, or all purpose vehicle in violation of Section 375.03.

(b) No person who is less than sixteen years of age shall operate a snowmobile, off-
highway motorcycle, or all purpose vehicle on any land or waters other than private property or
waters owned by or leased to such person's parent or guardian, unless accompanied by another
person who is eighteen years of age, or older, and who holds a license as provided in subsection
(a) hereof, except that the Ohio Department of Natural Resources may permit such operation on
State controlled land under its jurisdiction when such person is less than sixteen years of age and
is accompanied by a parent or guardian who is a licensed driver eighteen years of age or older.

(c) Whoever violates this section shall be fined not less than fifty dollars ($50.00) nor
more than five hundred dollars ($500.00), imprisoned not less than three nor more than thirty
days, or both.  (ORC 4519.44)

375.06  REGISTRATION OF VEHICLES.
(a) Except as provided in Ohio R.C 4519.02(B), (C) and (D), no person shall operate

any snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, or all purpose vehicle unless the snowmobile, off-
highway motorcycle, or all purpose vehicle is registered and numbered in accordance with Ohio
R.C. 4519.03 and 4519.04.  

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates subsection (a) of
this section shall be fined not more than twenty-five dollars ($25.00).  If the offender previously
has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a) of this section, whoever
violates subsection (a) of this section shall be fined not less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) nor
more than fifty dollars ($50.00).  (ORC 4519.02)

375.07  ACCIDENT REPORTS.
(a) The operator of a snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, or all purpose vehicle

involved in any accident resulting in bodily injury to or death of any person or damage to the
property of any person in excess of one hundred dollars ($100.00) shall report the accident within
forty-eight hours to the Chief of Police, and, within thirty days, shall forward a written report of
the accident to the Ohio Registrar of Motor Vehicles on a form prescribed by the Registrar.  If the
operator is physically incapable of making the reports and there is another participant in the
accident not so incapacitated, the participant shall make the reports.  In the event that there is no
other participant, and the operator is other than the owner, the owner, within the prescribed
periods of time, shall make the reports.

Any law enforcement officer or other person authorized by Ohio R.C. 4519.42 and
4519.43, who investigates or receives information of an accident involving a snowmobile, off-
highway motorcycle, or all purpose vehicle shall forward to the Registrar a written report of the
accident within forty-eight hours.  (ORC 4519.46)
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(qq) "Manufacturer" means any person who assembles completed bingo supplies from
raw materials, other items, or subparts or who modifies, converts, adds to, or
removes parts from bingo supplies to further their promotion or sale.

(rr) “Gross annual revenues" means the annual gross receipts derived from the conduct
of bingo described in subsection (s)(1) of this section plus the annual net profit
derived from the conduct of bingo described in subsection (s)(2) of this section.

(ss) "Instant bingo ticket dispenser" means a mechanical device that dispenses an instant
bingo ticket or card as the sole item of value dispensed and that has the following
characteristics:
(1) It is activated upon the insertion of United States currency.
(2) It performs no gaming functions.
(3) It does not contain a video display monitor or generate noise.
(4) It is not capable of displaying any numbers, letters, symbols, or characters

in winning or losing combinations.
(5) It does not simulate or display rolling or spinning reels.
(6) It is incapable of determining whether a dispensed bingo ticket or card is a

winning or nonwinning ticket or card and requires a winning ticket or card
to be paid by a bingo game operator.

(7) It may provide accounting and security features to aid in accounting for the
instant bingo tickets or cards it dispenses.

(8) It is not part of an electronic network and is not interactive.
(tt) (1) "Electronic bingo aid" means an electronic device used by a participant to

monitor bingo cards or sheets purchased  at the time and place of a bingo
session and that does all of the following:
A. It provides a means for a participant to input numbers and letters

announced by a bingo caller.
B. It compares the numbers and letters entered by the participant to the

bingo faces previously stored in the memory of the device.
C. It identifies a winning bingo pattern.

(2) "Electronic bingo aid" does not include any device into which a coin,
currency, token, or an equivalent is inserted to activate play.

(uu) “Deal of instant bingo tickets" means a single game of instant bingo tickets all with
the same serial number.

(vv) (1) "Slot” machine means either of the following:
A. Any mechanical, electronic, video, or digital device that is capable

of accepting anything of value, directly or indirectly, from or on
behalf of a player who gives the thing of value in the hope of gain,
the outcome of which is determined largely or wholly by chance;

B. Any mechanical, electronic, video, or digital device that is capable
of accepting anything of value, directly or indirectly, from or on
behalf of a player to conduct or dispense bingo or a scheme or game
of chance.

(2) “Slot machine” does not include a skill-based amusement machine.
(ww) “Net profit from the proceeds of the sale of instant bingo" means gross profit minus

the ordinary, necessary, and  reasonable expense expended for the purchase of
instant bingo supplies. 

(xx) "Charitable instant bingo organization" means an organization that is exempt from
federal income taxation under subsection 501(a) and described in subsection
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and is a charitable organization as defined
in this section. A "charitable instant bingo organization" does not include a
charitable organization that is exempt from federal income taxation under
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subsection 501(a) and described in subsection 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Code and that is created by a veteran's organization, a fraternal organization, or
a sporting organization in regards to bingo conducted or assisted by a veteran's
organization, a fraternal organization, or a sporting organization pursuant to Ohio
R.C. 2915.13.

(yy) “Game flare” means the board or placard that accompanies each deal of instant
bingo tickets and that has printed on or affixed to it the following information for
the game:
(1) The name of the game;
(2) The manufacturer’s name or distinctive logo;
(3) The form number;
(4) The ticket count;
(5) The prize structure, including the number of winning instant bingo tickets

by denomination and the respective winning symbol or number
combinations for the winning instant bingo tickets;

(6) The cost per play;
(7) The serial number of the game.

(zz) “Historic railroad educational organization” means an organization that is exempt
from federal income taxation under subsection 501(a) and described in subsection
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, that owns in fee simple the tracks and the
right of way of a historic railroad that the organization restores or maintains and
on which the organization provides excursions as part of a program to promote
tourism and educate visitors regarding the role of railroad transportation in Ohio
history, and that receives as donations from a charitable organization that holds a
license to conduct bingo under this chapter an amount equal to at least fifty per cent
of that licensed charitable organization’s net proceeds from the conduct of bingo
during each of the five years preceding June 30, 2003.  “Historic railroad” means
all or a portion of the tracks and right of way of a railroad that was owned and
operated by a for profit common carrier in this state at any time prior to January
1, 1950.

(aaa) (1) “Skill-based amusement machine” means mechanical, video, digital, or
electronic device that rewards the player or players, if at all, only with
merchandise prizes or with redeemable vouchers redeemable only for
merchandise prizes, provided that with respect to rewards for playing the
game all of the following apply:
A. The wholesale value of a merchandise prize awarded as a result of

the single play of a machine does not exceed ten dollars;
B. Redeemable vouchers awarded for any single play of a machine are

not redeemable for a merchandise prize with a wholesale value of
more than ten dollars;

C. Redeemable vouchers are not redeemable for a merchandise prize
that has a wholesale value of more than ten dollars times the fewest
number of single plays necessary to accrue the redeemable vouchers
required to obtain that prize; and

D. Any redeemable vouchers or merchandise prizes are distributed at
the site of the skill-based amusement machine at the time of play.

A card for the purchase of gasoline is a redeemable voucher for purposes
of division (aaa)(1) of this section even if the skill-based amusement
machine for the play of which the card is awarded is located at a place
where gasoline may not be legally distributed to the public or the card is not
redeemable at the location of, or at the time of playing, the skill-based
amusement machine.
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(4) The statement is made with purpose to secure the payment of
unemployment compensation; Ohio works first; prevention, retention and
contingency benefits and services; disability financial assistance; retirement
benefits; economic development assistance as defined in Ohio R.C. 9.66;
or other benefits administered by a governmental agency or paid out of a
public treasury.

(5) The statement is made with purpose to secure the issuance by a
governmental agency of a license, permit, authorization, certificate,
registration, release or provider agreement.

(6) The statement is sworn or affirmed before a notary public or another person
empowered to administer oaths.

(7) The statement is in writing on or in connection with a report or return that
is required or authorized by law.

(8) The statement is in writing, and is made with purpose to induce another to
extend credit to or employ the offender, or to confer any degree, diploma,
certificate of attainment, award of excellence or honor on the offender, or
to extend to or bestow upon the offender any other valuable benefit or
distinction, when the person to whom the statement is directed relies upon
it to that person’s detriment.

(9) The statement is made with purpose to commit or facilitate the commission
of a theft offense.

(10) The statement is knowingly made to a probate court in connection with any
action, proceeding or other matter within its jurisdiction, either orally or in
a written document, including, but not limited to, an application, petition,
complaint or other pleading, or an inventory, account or report.

(11) The statement is made on an account, form, record, stamp, label or other
writing that is required by law.

(12) The statement is made in a document or instrument of writing that purports
to be a judgment, lien, or claim of indebtedness and is filed or recorded
with the Secretary of State, a county recorder, or the clerk of a court of
record.

(13) The statement is required under Ohio R.C. 5743.71 in connection with the
person’s purchase of cigarettes or tobacco products in a delivery sale.

(b) It is no defense to a charge under subsection (a)(6) hereof that the oath or
affirmation was administered or taken in an irregular manner.

(c) If contradictory statements relating to the same fact are made by the offender within
the period of the statute of limitations for falsification, it is not necessary for the prosecution to
prove which statement was false, but only that one or the other was false.

(d) (1) Whoever violates any provision of subsection (a)(1) to (8) or (10) to (13)
hereof is guilty of falsification, a misdemeanor of the first degree.

(2) Whoever violates subsection (a)(9) hereof is guilty of falsification in a theft
offense, a misdemeanor of the first degree.  If the value of the property or
services stolen is five hundred dollars ($500.00) or more, falsification in a
theft offense is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State
law.  

(e) A person who violates this section is liable in a civil action to any person harmed
by the violation for injury, death, or loss to person or property incurred as a result of the
commission of the offense and for reasonable attorney’s fees, court costs, and other expenses
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incurred as a result of prosecuting the civil action commenced under this section.  A civil action
under this section is not the exclusive remedy of a person who incurs injury, death, or loss to
person or property as a result of a violation of this section.  (ORC 2921.13)

525.03  IMPERSONATION OF PEACE OFFICER.
(a) As used in this section:

(1) "Peace officer" means a sheriff, deputy sheriff, marshal, deputy marshal,
member of the organized police department of a municipal corporation or
township constable who is employed by a political subdivision of this State;
a member of a police force employed by a metropolitan housing authority
under Ohio R.C. 3735.31(D); a member of a police force employed by a
regional transit authority under Ohio R.C. 306.35(Y), a State university law
enforcement officer appointed under Ohio R.C. 3345.04; a veterans' home
police officer appointed under Ohio R.C. 5907.02; a special police officer
employed by a port authority under Ohio R.C. 4582.04 or 4582.28; an
officer, agent, or employee of the State or any of its agencies,
instrumentalities or political subdivisions, upon whom, by statute, a duty
to conserve the peace or to enforce all or certain laws is imposed and the
authority to arrest violators is conferred, within limits of that statutory duty
and authority; or a State highway patrol trooper whose primary duties are
to preserve the peace, to protect life and property and to enforce the laws,
ordinances or rules of the State or any of its political subdivisions.

(2) "Private police officer" means any security guard, special police officer,
private detective or other person who is privately employed in a police
capacity.

(3) “Federal law enforcement officer” means an employee of the United States
who serves in a position the duties of which are primarily the investigation,
apprehension or detention of individuals suspected or convicted of offenses
under the criminal laws of the United States.

(4) “Investigator of the Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation” has
the same meaning as in Ohio R.C. 2903.11.

(5) "Impersonate" means to act the part of, assume the identity of, wear the
uniform or any part of the uniform of or display the identification of a
particular person or of a member of a class of persons with purpose to make
another person believe that the actor is that particular person or is a member
of that class of persons.

(b) No person shall impersonate a peace officer, private police officer, federal law
enforcement officer or investigator of the Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation.

(c) No person, by impersonating a peace officer, private police officer,  federal law
enforcement officer, or investigator of the Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation,
shall arrest or detain any person, search any person or search the property of any person.

(d) No person, with purpose to commit or facilitate the commission of an offense, shall
impersonate a peace officer, private police officer, federal law enforcement officer, an officer,
agent or employee of the State or the Municipality or investigator of the Bureau of Criminal
Identification and Investigation.

(e) It is an affirmative defense to a charge under subsection (b) hereof that the
impersonation of the peace officer was for a lawful purpose.
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(f) Whoever violates subsection (b) hereof is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth
degree.  Whoever violates subsections (c) or (d) hereof is guilty of a misdemeanor of the first
degree.  If the purpose of a violation of subsection (d) hereof is to commit or facilitate the
commission of a felony, such violation is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State
law.  (ORC 2921.51)

525.04  COMPOUNDING A CRIME.
(a) No person shall knowingly demand, accept or agree to accept anything of value in

consideration of abandoning or agreeing to abandon a pending criminal prosecution.

(b) It is an affirmative defense to a charge under this section when both of the following
apply:

(1) The pending prosecution involved is for violation of Sections 545.05,
545.07, 545.09 or 545.10(b)(2), or Ohio R.C. 2913.02, 2913.11,
2913.21(B)(2) or 2913.47, of which the actor under this section was the
victim.

(2) The thing of value demanded, accepted or agreed to be accepted, in
consideration of abandoning or agreeing to abandon the prosecution, did not
exceed an amount that the actor reasonably believed due him as restitution
for the loss caused him by the offense.

(c) When a prosecuting witness abandons or agrees to abandon a prosecution under
subsection (b) hereof, the abandonment or agreement in no way binds the State or Municipality
to abandoning the prosecution.

(d) Whoever violates this section is guilty of compounding a crime, a misdemeanor of
the first degree.  (ORC 2921.21)

525.05  FAILURE TO REPORT A CRIME, INJURY OR KNOWLEDGE
   OF DEATH.

(a)  (1) Except as provided in subsection (a)(2) hereof, no person, knowing that a
felony has been or is being committed, shall knowingly fail to report such
information to law enforcement authorities.

(2) No person, knowing that a violation of division (B) of Ohio R.C. 2913.04
has been, or is being committed or that the person has received information
derived from such a violation, shall knowingly fail to report the violation
to law enforcement authorities.

(b) Except for conditions that are within the scope of subsection (e) hereof, no person
who is a physician, limited practitioner, nurse or other person giving aid to a sick or injured
person, shall negligently fail to report to law enforcement authorities any gunshot or stab wound
that the physician, limited practitioner, nurse or person treated or observed, or any serious
physical harm to persons that the physician, limited practitioner, nurse or person knows or has
reasonable cause to believe resulted from an offense of violence.

(c) No person who discovers the body or acquires the first knowledge of the death of
a person shall fail to report the death immediately to a physician whom the person knows to be
treating the deceased for a condition from which death at such time would not be unexpected, or
to a law enforcement officer, ambulance service, emergency squad or the coroner in a political
subdivision in which the body is discovered, the death is believed to have occurred or knowledge
concerning the death is obtained.
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(d) No person shall fail to provide upon request of the person to whom a report
required by subsection (c) hereof was made, or to any law enforcement officer who has reasonable
cause to assert the authority to investigate the circumstances surrounding the death, any facts
within the person’s knowledge that may have a bearing on the investigation of the death.

(e) (1) As used in this subsection (e), "burn injury" means any of the following:
A. Second or third degree burns;
B. Any burns to the upper respiratory tract or laryngeal edema due to

the inhalation of super-heated air;
C. Any burn injury or wound that may result in death.

(2) No physician, nurse or limited practitioner who, outside a hospital,
sanitarium or other medical facility, attends or treats a person who has
sustained a burn injury inflicted by an explosion or other incendiary device,
or that shows evidence of having been inflicted in a violent, malicious or
criminal manner, shall fail to report the burn injury immediately to the local
arson bureau, if there is such a bureau in the jurisdiction in which the
person is attended or treated, or otherwise to local law enforcement
authorities.

(3) No manager, superintendent or other person in charge of a hospital,
sanitarium or other medical facility in which a person is attended or treated
for any burn injury inflicted by an explosion or other incendiary device, or
that shows evidence of having been inflicted in a violent, malicious, or
criminal manner, shall fail to report the burn injury immediately to the local
arson bureau, if there is such a bureau in the jurisdiction in which the
person is attended or treated, or otherwise to local law enforcement
authorities.

(4) No person who is required to report any burn injury under subsection (e)(2)
or (3) hereof shall fail to file, within three working days after attending or
treating the victim, a written report of the burn injury with the Office of the
State Fire Marshal.  The report shall be made on a form provided by the
State Fire Marshal.

(5) Anyone participating in the making of reports under subsection (e) hereof
or anyone participating in a judicial proceeding resulting from the reports
is immune from any civil or criminal liability that otherwise might be
incurred or imposed as a result of such actions.  Notwithstanding Ohio R.C.
4731.22, the physician-patient relationship is not a ground for excluding
evidence regarding a person's burn injury or the cause of the burn injury
in any judicial proceeding resulting from a report submitted pursuant to
subsection (e) hereof.

(f) (1) Any doctor of medicine or osteopathic medicine, hospital intern or resident,
registered or licensed practical nurse, psychologist, social worker,
independent social worker, social work assistant, professional clinical
counselor, or professional counselor, who knows or has reasonable cause
to believe that a patient or client has been the victim of domestic violence,
as defined in Ohio R.C. 3113.31, shall note that knowledge or belief and
the basis for it in the patient's or client's records.

(2) Notwithstanding Ohio R.C. 4731.22, the doctor-patient privilege shall not
be a ground for excluding any information regarding the report containing
the knowledge or belief noted pursuant to subsection (f)(1) hereof, and the
information may be admitted as evidence in accordance with the rules of
evidence.

(g) Subsection (a) or (d) hereof does not require disclosure of information, when any
of the following applies:
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(d) (1) Whoever violates this section is guilty of criminal trespass, a misdemeanor
of the fourth degree.

(2) Notwithstanding Section 501.99, if the person, in committing the violation
of this section, used a snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, or all-purpose
vehicle, the court shall impose a fine of two times the usual amount
imposed for the violation.

(3) If an offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to two or
more violations of this section or a substantially equivalent municipal
ordinance, or state law, and the offender, in committing each violation,
used a snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle, the
court, in addition to or independent of all other penalties imposed for the
violation, may impound the certificate of registration of that snowmobile or
off-highway motorcycle or the certificate of registration and license plate
of that all-purpose vehicle for not less than sixty days.  In such a case, Ohio
R.C. 4519.47 applies.

(e) As used in this section:
(1) “All-purpose vehicle,” “off-highway motorcycle” and “snowmobile” have

the same meaning as in Section 375.01 of the Traffic Code.
(2) “Land or premises” includes any land, building, structure, or place

belonging to, controlled by, or in custody of another, and any separate
enclosure or room, or portion thereof. (ORC 2911.21)

541.051  AGGRAVATED TRESPASS.
(a) No person shall enter or remain on the land or premises of another with purpose

to commit on that land or those premises a misdemeanor, the elements of which involve causing
physical harm to another person or causing another person to believe that the offender will cause
physical harm to him.

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of aggravated trespass, a misdemeanor of the
first degree.  (ORC 2911.211)

541.06  DESTRUCTION OF SHRUBS, TREES OR CROPS.
(a) No person, without privilege to do so, shall recklessly cut down, destroy, girdle

or otherwise injure a vine, bush, shrub, sapling, tree or crop standing or growing on the land of
another or upon public land.

(b) In addition to any penalty provided, whoever violates subsection (a) hereof is liable
in treble damages for the injury caused.  (ORC 901.51)

(c) No living tree with a four inch diameter or more, in the C-1 District or R-1C, R-2C
or R-3C District where a development plan is applicable to the real estate or M-1 District or
R-1M, R-2M or R-3M District where a development plan is applicable to the real estate, shall be
cut down except as necessary for the preservation of the public health or safety, or for the
reasonable use of the real estate, upon approval of the City Manager or his authorized
representative. (Ord. 83-6.  Passed 1-13-83.)

(d) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree,
unless the violation causes damage in an amount exceeding one hundred dollars ($100.00), in
which case the violation is a misdemeanor of the third degree.
(Ord. 97-2.  Passed 1-9-97.)
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541.07  DESECRATION.
(a) No person, without privilege to do so, shall purposely deface, damage, pollute or

otherwise physically mistreat any of the following:
(1) The flag of the United States or of this State;
(2) Any public monument;
(3) Any historical or commemorative marker, or any structure, Indian mound

or earthwork, cemetery, thing or site of great historical or archeological
interest;

(4) A work of art or museum piece;
(5) Any other object of reverence or sacred devotion.

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of desecration, a misdemeanor of the second
degree. 

(c) As used in this section, “cemetery” means any place of burial and includes burial
sites that contain American Indian burial objects placed with or containing American Indian human
remains.  (ORC 2927.11)

541.08  ETHNIC INTIMIDATION.
(a) No person shall violate Ohio R.C. 2903.21, 2903.22, 2909.06, 2909.07 or

2917.21(A)(3) to (5) or Sections 537.05, 537.06, 537.10(a)(3) to (5), 541.03 or 541.04 of the
General Offenses Code by reason of the race, color, religion or national origin of another person
or group of persons.

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of ethnic intimidation.  Ethnic intimidation
is an offense of the next higher degree than the offense the commission of which is a necessary
element of ethnic intimidation. (ORC 2927.12)

541.09   VEHICULAR VANDALISM.
(a) As used in this section:

(1) “Highway” means any highway as defined in Section 301.42 of the Traffic
Code or any lane, road, street, alley, bridge, or overpass.

(2) “Alley”, “street”, and “vehicle” have the same meanings as in Chapter 301
of the Traffic Code.

(3) “Vessel” and “waters in this State” have the same meanings as in Ohio
R.C. 1547.01.

(b) No person shall knowingly, and by any means, drop or throw any object at, onto,
or in the path of any of the following:

(1) Any vehicle on a highway;
(2) Any boat or vessel on any of the waters in this State that are located in the

Municipality.

(c) Whoever violates this section is guilty of vehicular vandalism.  Except as otherwise
provided in this subsection, vehicular vandalism is a misdemeanor of the first degree.  If the
violation of this section creates a substantial risk of physical harm to any person, serious physical
harm to property, physical harm to any person or serious physical harm to any person, vehicular
vandalism is a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law. (ORC 2909.09)

541.10   TRESPASS ON A PLACE OF PUBLIC AMUSEMENT.
(a) As used in this section, “place of public amusement” means a stadium, theater or

other facility, whether licensed or not, at which a live performance, sporting event, or other
activity takes place for entertainment of the public and to which access is made available to the
public, regardless of whether admission is charged.
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B. The person transporting or possessing the handgun is not knowingly
in a place described in division (B) of Ohio R.C. 2923.126.

C. One of the following applies:
1. The handgun is in a holster on the person’s person.
2. The handgun is in a closed case, bag, box, or other

container that is in plain sight and that has a lid, a cover, or
a closing mechanism with a zipper, snap or buckle, which
lid, cover, or closing mechanism must be opened for a
person to gain access to the handgun.

3. The handgun is securely encased by being stored in a closed,
locked glove compartment or vehicle console or in a case
that is locked.

(3) Subsections (a) and (b) of this section do not apply to a person if all of the
following apply:
A. The person possesses a valid electric-powered all-purpose vehicle

permit issued under Ohio R.C. 1533.103 by the Chief of the
Division of Wildlife.

B. The person is on or in an electric-powered all-purpose vehicle as
defined in Ohio R.C. 1531.01 or a motor vehicle during the open
hunting season for a wild quadruped or game bird.

C. The person is on or in an electric-powered all-purpose vehicle as
defined in Ohio R.C. 1531.01 or a motor vehicle that is parked on
a road that is owned or administered by the Division of Wildlife,
provided that the road is identified by an electric-powered all-
purpose vehicle sign.

(e) (1) The affirmative defenses authorized in Section 549.02(d)(1) and (2) are
affirmative defenses to a charge under subsection (a) or (b) that involves a
firearm other than a handgun.

(2) It is an affirmative defense to a charge under subsection (a) or (b) of
improperly handling firearms in a motor vehicle that the actor transported
or had the firearm in the motor vehicle for any lawful purpose and while
the motor vehicle was on the actor’s own property, provided that the
affirmative defense is not available unless the person, immediately prior to
arriving at the actor’s own property, did not transport or possess the
firearm in a motor vehicle in a manner prohibited by subsection (a) or (b)
while the motor vehicle was being operated on a street, highway, or other
public or private property used by the public for vehicular traffic.

(f) No person who is charged with a violation of subsection (a) or (b) shall be required
to obtain a license or temporary emergency license to carry a concealed handgun under Ohio R.C.
2923.125 or 2923.1213 as a condition for the dismissal of the charge.

(g) Whoever violates this section is guilty of improperly handling firearms in a motor
vehicle.  Violation of subsection (b) of this section is a misdemeanor of the fourth degree.  Except
as otherwise provided in this subsection, a violation of subsection (c)(1) of this section is a
misdemeanor of the first degree, and, in addition to any other penalty or sanction imposed for the
violation, the offender’s license or temporary emergency license to carry a concealed handgun
shall be suspended pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.128(A)(2).   If at the time of the stop of the
offender for a traffic stop, for another law enforcement purpose, or for a purpose defined in Ohio
R.C. 5503.34 that was the basis of the violation any law enforcement officer involved with the
stop or the employee of the motor carrier enforcement unit who made the stop had actual
knowledge of the offender’s status as a licensee, a violation of subsection (c)(1) of this section is
a minor misdemeanor, and the offender’s license or temporary emergency license to carry a
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concealed handgun shall not be suspended pursuant to division (A)(2) of Ohio R.C. 2923.128.
A violation of subsection (c)(2) or (3) of this section is a misdemeanor of the first degree or, if the
offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (c)(2) or
(3) of this section, a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law.  In addition to any
other penalty or sanction imposed for a misdemeanor violation of subsection (c)(2) or (3) of this
section, the offender’s license or temporary emergency license to carry a concealed handgun shall
be suspended pursuant to Ohio R.C. 2923.128(A)(2).  A violation of subsection (a) of this section
is whichever of the following is applicable:

(1) If, at the time of the transportation or possession in violation of subsection
(a) of this section, the offender was carrying a valid license to carry a
concealed handgun issued to the offender under Ohio R.C. 2923.125 or
2923.1213 or a license to carry a concealed handgun that was issued by
another state with which the Attorney General has entered into a reciprocity
agreement under Ohio R.C. 109.69 and the offender was not knowingly in
a place described in division (B) of Ohio R.C. 2923.126, the violation is a
misdemeanor of the first degree or, if the offender previously has been
convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of subsection (a) of this section,
a felony and shall be prosecuted under appropriate State law.

(2) If subsection (g)(1) of this section does not apply, a felony and shall be
prosecuted under appropriate State law.

(h) If a law enforcement officer stops a motor vehicle for a traffic stop or any other
purpose, if any person in the motor vehicle surrenders a firearm to the officer, either voluntarily
or pursuant to a request or demand of the officer, and if the officer does not charge the person
with a violation of this section or arrest the person for any offense, the person is not otherwise
prohibited by law from possessing the firearm, and the firearm is not contraband, the officer shall
return the firearm to the person at the termination of the stop.  If a court orders a law enforcement
officer to return a firearm to a person pursuant to the requirement set forth in this subsection,
division (B) of Ohio R.C. 2923.163 applies.

(i) As used in this section:
(1) “Motor vehicle”, “street” and “highway” have the same meanings as in

Ohio R.C. 4511.01.
(2) “Unloaded” means any of the following:

A. No ammunition is in the firearm in question, and no ammunition is
loaded into a magazine or speed loader that may be used with the
firearm in question and that is located anywhere within the vehicle
in question, without regard to where ammunition otherwise is
located within the vehicle in question.  For the purposes of this
subsection (i)(2)A., ammunition held in stripper-clips or in en-bloc
clips is not considered ammunition that is loaded into a magazine or
speed loader;

B. With respect to a firearm employing a percussion cap, flintlock, or
other obsolete ignition system, when the weapon is uncapped or
when the priming charge is removed from the pan.

(3) “Commercial motor vehicle” has the same meaning as in Ohio R.C.
4506.25(A).

(4) “Motor carrier enforcement unit” means the motor carrier enforcement unit
in the Department of Public Safety, Division of State Highway Patrol, that
is created by Ohio R.C. 5503.34. (ORC 2923.16)

549.05  FAILURE TO SECURE DANGEROUS ORDNANCE.
(a) No person, in acquiring, possessing, carrying or using any dangerous ordnance

shall negligently fail to take proper precautions:
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